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TULSA POLICE CHIEF TO MEET WITH COMMUNITY MARCH 1, 2004

"The Status of and Possibilities for Police and Community Partnerships" is the title'of a meeting
featuring Tulsa Police Chief David Been and Division Commanders on Monday, March 1 at
Rudisill Regional Public Library (1520 N. Hartford) beginning at 7:00 p.m. This meeting is
sponsoted by Tulsa Interfaith Alliance and offers citizens an opportunity both to hear from police
officials and to have the opportunity to be part of a conversation with those officials. The goal of |
the meeting is to promote an effective and healthy partnership between the police department and
citizens in all aspects of community life. This forum is co-sponsored by the National Conference
for Community and Justice (NCCJ)

For more information, contact Rev. Russ Bennett at (918) 747-7777.

RESPONDING TO 6IBSON'S THE PASSION

Mel Gibson unlocked the secret of why Americans have never confronted anti-Semitism in the
way that we did with the other great systems of hatred (racism, sexism, homophobia) when he
told a national t.v. audience on February 16 that "the Jews' real complaint isn't with my film
(The Passion) but with the Gospels." Few Christians today know the history of anti-Semitism
and the way that the Passion stories were central to rekindling hatred of Jews from generation
to generation. Many are embracing Gibson's movie and not understanding why Jews seem to
be so threatened. Gibson knows that for many Americans it is simply unimaginable to question
the Gospels.

Liberals and progressives in the late 20th century did an impressive job of confronting and
educating the public about the literary, intellectual, and cultural sources of racism, sexism and
homophobia. But they tended to shy away from anti-Semitism, both because of the mistaken
assumption that it was no longer a real problem (after all, Jews were economically and
politically flourishing in post-WWII America) and because such a confrontation would have
forced a challenge to the dominant Western religion at the core of its most dramatic story: the
crucifixion. |

Nevertheless, ever since the 1960s there have been thousands of sensitive Christians, who, to
their credit, have created a Christian spiritual renewal movement which rejects the teaching of
hatred in the Gospel by allegorizing the story and giving greater focus to the Resurrection than




to the Crucifixion. Returning to Jesus'
Jewish roots, and refocusing attention on
the bulk of the Gospel, with its stories
portraying a Jewish Jesus who builds on
and elaborates the ancient Torah
commandments to "love your neighbor as
yourself" and "love the stranger," the
Christian renewalists tended to see the two-
thousand-year history of Christian anti-
Semitism as a distortion of the deeper truth
of the Gospel. Easter became a holiday to
celebrate the rebirth of an ancient Jewish
hope that the forces of hatred and cruelty
manifested in the Crucifixion could be
overcome by a triumph of the forces of
love, generosity and kindness whose
Resurrection and ultimate victory were
celebrated at Easter.

Yet, that renewal movement is now being
effectively challenged by a Christian
fundamentalist movement with deep ties to
right-wing politics. In post 9/11 America,
many people have given up on the hopeful
vision of social change movements. They
have turned to a deep pessimism in which
the idea of a world based on love,
cooperation and generosity to the Other is
alternately ridiculed and disdained as
unrealistic and dangerous. A cynical
realism holds sway in the media and
mainstream American culture and political
institutions, placing American progressive
and visionary thinkers on the defensive. No
wonder, then, that many Christians are
attracted to interpretations of their religious
tradition which emphasize the danger and
cruelty in the world while sidelining
aspects of the Gospel which teach

* compassion and solidarity with the
oppressed.

So let's understand that the attempt to
revive Christian enthusiasm around the

part of the story that is focused on
cruelty and pain is not only (or even
primarily) a threat to the Jews, but
rather a threat to all those decent, loving,
and generous Christians who have found
in the Jesus story a foundation for their
most humane and caring instincts. It is
these Christians who are under assault by
Mel Gibson's movie, and by the particular
form of Christian evangelicalism that it is
meant to stimulate. Yet, in a deeper way,
the Gibson movie is likely to stimulate a
broader assault on all of us who seek to
build a world based on caring and love,
cooperation and generosity, by giving
strength to the part within each of us that
despairs, the voice within each of us that
tells us that cruelty is what is "really how
the other is, really how the world is," the
voice inside each of us that feels that there
is no point in struggling to transform the
world because it is too hopeless and too
dominated by craziness (and that is the
point of the Jews in the Gospel calling for
Jesus to be killed, because it is saying
"even the Jews, his own people" do this,
because evil is dominant in the world and
always will be, and the only way out is to
believe in Jesus and find salvation in
another world, and despair of changing this
one). So, part of the struggle is to reclaim
and reaffirm the Jewish Jesus, the Jesus
who retains hope for building love right
here, the Jesus who unabashedly
proclaims that the Kingdom of Heaven
has arrived (which is to say, that it is
here on earth, that the world right now
can be based on love and kindness, and
that we don't have to wait for some
future time or "the end of days" as
described by Isaiah, because it is here
now, we can make it happen right away
by the way that we live our lives). And it
is this voice of Jesus that The Passion



movie seeks to marginalize or
make invisible.

The best hope to avoid a new surge
of anti-Semitism will not come only
from de-coding the anti-Semitic
themes in Mel Gibson's film, or the
Gospel on which it was based, but
rather by re-crediting the ancient
Jewish vision of Jesus—that in place
of the Old Bottom Line of money
and power, a New Bottom Line of
Love and Generosity is possible.
People of all faiths need to shape a
political and social movement that
reaffirms the most generous, peace-
oriented, social justice-committed,
and loving truths of the spiritual
heritage of the human race. It is only
this resurrection of hope that can
save us from a new wave of global
hatred.

Selected from A Gospel of Love and
Hope: How to Respond to Mel
Gibson's "Passion" By Rabbi
Michael Lerner, editor of Tikkun
Magazine, national chair of the
interfaith peace and justic
organization The Tikkun Community
(<http://www.tikkun.org>www.
tikkun.org), rabbi of Beyt Tikkun
synagogue in San Francisco, and
author of Jewish Renewal: A Path to
Healing and Transformation
(HarperPerennial) and most recently,
of Healing Israel/Palestine (North
Atlantic Books, 2003).

Responses to:
RabbiLemer@tikkun.org.

IMMIGRATION RIGHTS

Free Public Forum
Monday, March 29, 2004, 7-9 p.m.
Saint Francis Xavier/Our Lady of Guadalulpe
Catholic Church Activities Center
24331 E. Admiral Blvd.

Moderator: Dean Martin H. Belsky, College of
Law, The University of Tulsa

Presenter: Mark Leblang, Attorney énd
Immigration Specialist

Panelists: Irma Chajecki, Catholic Charities
Immigration Specialist; Kristy Long, Office of
Rep. John Sullivan; Patricia Mancha, Public
Affairs Specialist/Community Liaison, U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS);
Juanita Ortiz, YWCA Intercultural Center
Immigration Specialist; Barry Royce, Interim
Officer in Charge of Sub-Office, Oklahoma City,
(USCIS)

Spanish Language Interpreter: Sebastian Lantos

Discussing: What is the process to immigrate to
the U.S. legally? What rights do immigrants have
(vis-a-vis citizens)? How is the process
administered? Or mal-administered? What is the
impact of national security policies post-9/11?
What is the President’s proposed new policy?

Sponsored by: Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry and
The National Conference for Community and

Justice, in cooperation with Asian American Community
Service Association; Catholic Charities; Coalition of
Hispanic Organizations; Community Service Council;
Congregation B’nai Emunah; Asian Indian Community of
Greater Tulsa; Islamic Society of Tulsa; Jewish Federation
of Tulsa; Kendall Whittier Ministry; Metropolitan Tulsa
Urban League; Tulsa Interfaith Alliance; and the YWCA
Intercultural Center.

Please note: This is an introductory educational/resource
forum, not an opportunity for individual consultation. For
more information, call 582-3147 or 585-1361.



GANDHI VISIT TO TULSA PART OF SEASON FOR NONVIOLENCE
By Nancy Moran .

In 1998, inspired by the 50th and 30th
memorial anniversaries of Mahatma
Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Arun and Sunanda Gandhi, of the M.K.
Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence and The
Association for Global New Thought,
launched the first Season for Nonviolence.
Falling between Jan. 30 and April 4, its
objective is to "create an awareness of
nonviolent principles and practices as a
powerful way to heal, transform and
empower our lives and communities."

As part of Tulsa's celebration of the season,
M.K. Gandhi's grandson, Arun, will visit
on March 10 and 11 to share his message
of nonviolent social change with Tulsa
Community College students and faculty.
The public can hear him speak at no cost
at 7 p.m. on March 11 at Higher
Dimension Church, 8621 S. Memorial
Drive.

A few weeks before he was assassinated,
Arun's grandfather gave him a talisman
engraved with the "Seven Blunders," from
which Arun was told the seeds of violence
are sown.

The blunders are: wealth without work;
pleasure without conscience; knowledge
without character; commerce without
morality; science without humanity;
worship without sacrifice, and politics
without principles.

Later, Arun added an eighth blunder, rights
without responsibility. In his essay
"Nonviolence -- A Way of Life," he said
that for M.K. Gandhi nonviolence started
first with cultivating an attitude of

compassion and "broadening our
perspective" so we can "learn more about
the intricacies of life." These goals are far
more important than material success.

In fact, M.K. Gandhi said, materialism and
morality actually have an inverse
relationship. Perhaps, as his protegee King
put it, the solution must be found in
changing from a "thing oriented" society
into a "person oriented" one. Yet, the 2003
UCLA college freshman poll showed the
importance of "succeeding financially"
trumping "finding a meaningful philosophy
of life" 73.8 percent to 39.3 percent.

The "Eight Worldly Blunders" illustrate a
crisis in ethics and morals that cut across
all sectors of society. The Gandhian
mandate is to "be the change we wish to
see." We can each start by rooting out each
of the blunders from ourselves and our
institutions.

The first blunder, wealth without work,
comes to stockholders who profit on the
backs of outsourced sweatshop labor in
developing countries. American consumers
get pleasure without conscience when they
"get a good deal" on name-brand goods
produced by desperate workers earning less
than a dollar an hour. Rather than raising
our consciousness about these issues, free
trade proponents say this is what the
American people want. Moral leaders know
differently.

Institutes of commerce without morality
which ignore labor, health and
environmental standards while extolling
only the virtues of the marketplace are like




sociopaths without empathy for their
victims. As the value of people is
increasingly measured by labor cost and
buying power, our nation's characteristics
become more like a market than a
democratic society.

In King's words, we have "guided missiles
and misguided men." Science without
humanity can harness the power of an atom
to destroy the world many times over. Yet,
millions dream for a cure for AIDS,
lending credence to President Dwight D.
Eisenhower's warning that "the world of
arms is not spending money alone," it is
spending "the genius of its scientists."

Until the Golden Rule -- the foundation of
every major religion -- becomes more
important than the gold we accumulate in
this lifetime, the blunder of worship
without sacrifice will continue. Unless right
living through less consumption and more
sharing is emphasized, the competition
between right creeds will provide little
relief to those in need.

A political system corrupted by special
interests operates by the principle, "you
scratch my back and I'll scratch yours."
Most Americans want a system that divides
the pie to serve the common good and meet
basic needs. Rights are wasted on our
citizens unless we take responsibility for
creating that system.

The blunders shared by M.K. and Arun
Gandhi resonate with the values of most
Americans. The moral confusion
experienced by our nation is based on fear,
greed and our sense of powerlessness. We
have forgotten the moral strength of love
and the dignity and worth of each human
being. Arun Gandhi's message to Tulsans
will simply remind us of what we already
know.

Nancy Moran is a member of the Season
for Nonviolence Taskforce of Tulsa.

Reprinted from the Tulsa World, February
22,2004, Reader’s Forum

Tulsa’s Season for Nonviolence Task Force presents:

An Interfaith Evening with Arun Gandhi
(Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson)
“Nonviolent Action in a Violent World”
Higher Dimensions Family Church

| 8621 S. Memorial Drive
Thursday, March 11th at 7:00 p.m.
Reception and Book Signing Following Service
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PLEASE JOIN US!

Uniting
people
of Name
faith
and Address
good
will
to
STOP HATE
email
Leading
people Home Phone
of
faith Work Phone
and
good fax
will
to Membership Categories are:
DEFEND RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY Student $15 Sponsor  $500-999
| Concerned $25-99 Benefactor $1,000-2,499
Supporter $100-499  Sustaining $2,500-4,999
.. Patron  $5,000+
Equipping
people Committees are:
of
faith Membership Development
and Resources - fund raising & finance
good Public Education
. Program Development - forums, etc.
will T Med:
___ Media
for Legal
- POLITICAL Rapid response/monitoring extremism
PARTICIPATION Assisting with routine office tasks.

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. is an Oklahoma not for profit corporation and has received
Internal Revenue Service income tax exemption under code section 501(c)(3). Membership dues
are tax deductible. Membership in Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. consists of those serving on the
Board of Directors or Advisory Board and all others who contribute financial support.
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