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A NEW YEAR’S GREETING

In a write-up for a national award (see “Tulsa and Oklahoma chapters nominated for
interfaith award”), John Osborne, our treasder, reports that from a mailing list of 748, only
| 43 contribute financially to the support of giiedvork. As one year closes and another
: begins, I encourage you to make a finang commitment to the Tulsa Interfaith
| Alliance. A form is enclosed for your Please join us who have found the
| Interfaith Alliance a deeply satisfyin pss our deepest-held values.
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NEWS AND NOTES

Tulsa and Oklahoma chapters
nominated for interfaith award. Named
for Bishop P. Francis Murphy, the late
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore, long-time
social justice advocate, this award is
presented to a chapter of the Interfaith
Alliance that models grassroots efforts to
implement the ideals and purpose of the
movement. The award will be made at the
National Leadership Gathering, February
27-29 in Chicago. John and Jane Osborne
will represent us at the event.
Congratulations to our sister chapter, the
Interfaith Alliance of Oklahoma.

"Where's the money?'" Brad Yarbrough,
director of the Oklahoma Office for Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives, asks this
question in a letter to clergy leaders. The
question regards funding for congregational
programs to help those in need. In his
letter Brad distinguishes the federal and
Oklahoma faith-based initiatives. The
former makes available federal funds
without discrimination to faith-based
organizations. The Oklahoma initiative
emphasizes collaborations between state
social service agencies and faith-based/
community organizations. While there is
no pot of money to divvy up, Brad
nevertheless offers the help of his office to
further collaborations. The Oklahoma and
Tulsa chapters of the Interfaith Alliance
will continue to monitor the workings of
the faith-based initiative in the interest of
fairness and first amendment church-state
issues. Brad invites checking out his site at
www.faithlinksok.org

Oklahoma Freedom and Equality
Coalition announces summit, January 9-
10 in Stroud. Individuals and
organizations concerned about equal civil
marriage rights are called to a two-day
planning meeting to oppose the Federal
Marriage Amendment. The summit will be
held at the Best Western Hotel, 1-44 in
Stroud, beginning at 6 p.m. on the 9. For
further information contact Rodney
Johnson at (405) 872-1373, <politick@red-
river.us> or Karen Weldon at (918) 452-
2761, Karen@soulforce.org

Funding State Services: The Current
Fiscal Crisis and Beyond is the theme of
"An Oklahoma Budget Summit" organized
by the Community Action Project. The
summit has been called for January 16th,
preceded by a half day workshop to help
advocates and citizens become better
informed and more effectively engaged in
state budget and tax issues. The summit
itself will bring together policy experts,
elected leaders and state agency officials.
Call David Blatt for more information at
(918) 382-3228 or dblatt@captc.org

Diversity in CommUNITY will take place
in Tahlequah, January 22-24. This year's
theme is "Beyond Fear in America." The
program begins Thursday evening with a
showing and discussion of Michael
Moore's Bowling for Columbine. Friday
night's keynote address at the First United
Methodist Church will be delivered by the
Rev. Howard Plowman, member of the
Tulsa Interfaith Alliance Board. Other
events will take place at the NSU campus.




Attendance policy challenged. At the
Tulsa School Board meeting December 15%
leaders of the interfaith community argued
that students of minority religions could
have their academic credit jeopardized
under a proposed revised policy if they
observed their religious holidays. The
Tulsa Interfaith Alliance will work with
TMM, NCCJ, the Islamic Society and the
Jewish Federation to continue the dialogue
with TPS.

Religion and Ethics Weekly may now be
seen in Oklahoma. A production of
Thirteen/WNET, New York and funded by
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
this television series examines the role of
religion and ethics in an increasingly
complex world. Check it out on OETA,
Sunday afternoons at 2:30. Thank you,
OETA! Viewer’s Guides are available from
Thirteen/WNET, PO Box 245, Little Falls,
NJ 07424-9766.

Bob Jones to be honored. Long-time
board member Robert Lawton Jones will be
honored by the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance at
its next board meeting, January 15, noon at
Fellowship Congregational Church. Bob
and Lynn are retiring to Santa Fe, NM.

A police-community forum is in the
planning stage. It will be cosponsored by
the League of Women Voters. The
Reverends Mel Bailey (583-6903) and Ted
Foote (627-5462) chair the planning team.
They are working with Sgt. Walter Evans,
public education coordinator for the Tulsa
Police Department.

Then They Came for Me
By Stephen F. Rohde, Esq.

First they came for the Muslims, and I
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Muslim.

Then they came to detain immigrants
indefinitely solely upon the certification of
the Attorney General, and I didn’t speak up
because I wasn’t an immigrant.

Then they came to eavesdrop on suspects
consulting with their attorneys, and I didn’t
speak up because I wasn’t a suspect.

Then they came to prosecute non-citizens
before secret military commissions, and I
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a non-
citizen.

Then they came to enter homes and offices
for unannounced “sneak and peek”
searches, and I didn’t speak up because I
had nothing to hide.

Then they came to reinstate Cointelpro and
resume the infiltration and surveillance of
domestic religious and political groups, and
I didn’t speak up because I had stopped
participating in any groups.

Then they came for anyone who objected to
government policy because it aided the
terrorists and gave ammunition to
American’s enemies, and I didn’t speak up
because...... I didn’t speak up.

Then they came for me...... and by that
time no one was left to speak up.

Stephen Rohde, a constitutional lawyer and
President of the ACLU of Southern California, is
indebted to the inspiration of Rev. Martin
Niemoller (1937). http://www janrainwater.com/
htdocs/Rohde.htm



FACING AUSCHWITZ: A Christian Imperative
A New Book by The Rev. Dr. Arlen Fowler

Arlen Fowler, retired Rector of St.
Phillip’s, Ardmore, and former interim
Rector at St. Dunstan’s, Tulsa, has written a
small but powerful book on the Nazi
Holocaust from a Christian perspective. A
holocaust scholar for many years, his book
is titled Facing Auschwitz: A Christian
Imperative. Each of the five chapters is
followed by a set of questions to stimulate
individual reflection and small group
discussion. At 90 pages, the paperback is
on sale for $11.95.

Fr. Michael Athey, Episcopal Chaplain at
the University of Oklahoma, was among
the first to use Fowler’s book with a student
group. The following are excerpts of his
review of the book.

Facing Auschwitz needs to come with a
warning label - “not suitable for the casual
Christian, for those insecure with the
church engaging in self-critique, or who
want easy answers from their religious
institutions.” This is a grueling essay on the
failure of popular therapeutic theology to
address the sheer silence of God
experienced by millions of Jews and others
systematically murdered during the
holocaust. What makes it grueling is the
reader is held accountable for dealing with
the questions of theodicy—defending the
justice and mercy of God who allows moral
and natural evil.

Fowler’s work stands in stark contrast with
contemporary culture’s infatuation with
prosperity theology. It challenges the
church to view the horrors of the holocaust,
not merely as an historical event relegated

to our collective memory, but as an
ongoing theological dilemma, relevant to
every aspect of our lives in the present.
Above all, Christians are invited to explore
the integrity of long-held doctrines in the
light of the church’s culpability in the
holocaust. In other words, “after the terror
of the holocaust, what does being a
Christian really mean? Can our faith be
credible?”

Facing Auschwitz is particularly suited for
group study. The text is accessible. Focus
questions at the end of each chapter help
readers process theological and ethical
issues. An example: the chapter entitled
“The Silence of God” is followed by this
question (among others) - “What is your
response to the assertion that the real issue
is not the silence of God, but the silence of
God’s people?”

Facing Auschwitz is an important
contribution to the modern church. It is an
exercise in self-critique, an element of faith
that is often ignored in the church’s frenetic
struggle to maintain institutional and
dogmatic compliance. In the end, it is not
just another book about the holocaust,
although Fowler’s attention to historical
scholarship cannot be denied. It is really a
book about God and God’s people, about
how true faith will always long for the
glory of both. :

Facing Auschwitz is available from the
publisher at iUniverse.com, from Amazon.
com, BN.com, or your bookstore. The ISBN
number is 0-595-28145-1.




THE IDOL OF EMPIRE
James Wellman

In his State of the Union address, which is
now being used in a campaign commercial,
President Bush said, "It would take one
vial, one canister, one crate slipped into this
country to bring a day of horror like none
we have ever known." Who among us has
not had that fantasy recently, that Al Queda
could hit at any moment; blow up a plane,
take out a bridge, or rain poisonous gas
down on one of our sport's stadiums? It is
terrifying to say the least, and now no
longer beyond the scope of imagination.
But we need to step back for a moment to
examine the theological assumptions
behind this vision of terror and ask if our
Western religious traditions have anything
to say to it.

As a scholar of Western religions with an
interest in religion and violence, I well
know that religion has often been an agent
of violence. This usually happens when
religion and the state are combined and
religious language is used to rationalize the
coercion of the state. But religion --
especially Western monotheism -- has not
always been the patsy of the state. Indeed,
Islam, Judaism, and Christianity have often
resisted the power of the state and
challenged its basic priorities.

These great Western traditions have
questioned the fundamental idol of empire:
its need to survive. At the center of Bush's
campaign is the idea that our survival
depends on our military strength and, more
than that, on our ability to preempt violence
against us. As he says, "Since when have
terrorists and tyrants announced their
intentions, politely putting us on notice

before they strike?" The logic is that, in
reaction to September 11th and the various
threats to our survival, we have an
obligation to strike back against these
"evildoers" before they hit us. Our highest
priority is our security and our survival.

Our Western religious traditions attack the
very heart of this message. To value
survival over every other value, to make it
one's core priority, is to create an idol. As
the great mid-twentieth century Protestant
theologian H. Richard Niebuhr said, idols
"absolutize the relative." This is a fancy
way of saying idolatry causes us to reverse
our priorities. Instead of seeking justice and
mercy so that we can create a nation worth
living in, we put survival and security first -
- regardless of the consequences. As Jewish
prophets said, "I desire mercy and not
sacrifice ... what does the Lord require of
you, but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God." As we
sacrifice to the idol of survival we feed the
system of empire that says whatever must
be done to survive we will do. Whoever
needs to be killed will be killed; whoever
needs to be destroyed will be destroyed.
This, as prophets of Israel, Islam, and
theologians within the Roman Catholic and
Protestant churches know, is a slippery road
that is tremendously appealing to many
people, but endangers the soul of the
nation.

The events of September 11th made us
vulnerable and questioned our very
survival. But the Western religious
traditions confront us with deeper values












