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TULSA INTERFAITH ANNUAL MEETING

featuring Rev. Dr. Welton Gaddy
national president, The Interfaith Alliance
Tuesday, April 8, 6:00 pm
Fellowship Congregational Church
2900 South Harvard, Tulsa

We are honored that Rev. Dr.
Welton Gaddy, national
president of The Interfaith
Alliance will be speaking at our
annual meeting and dinner,
Tuesday, April 8 at Fellowship
Congregational Church, 2900
South Harvard, Tulsa and we
invite you to attend. (see details
in box).

Pastor for Preaching and Worship at Northminster
(Baptist) Church, Monroe, Louisiana. Rev. Gaddy is
the host of State of Belief, a weekly radio show by The
Interfaith Alliance that is carried on AirAmerica. State
of Belief 1s based on the proposition that religion has a
positive and healing role to play in the life of the
nation. Rev Gaddy is one of 20 international religious
leaders on the Council of 100 Leaders, a group created
by the World Economic Forum to improve dialogue
and understanding between the Western and Islamic
worlds.

In addition to being the author of over 20 books, Dr.
Gaddy provides regular commentary to the national
media on issues relating to religion and politics. Some
of his appearances include CNN Presents: The Fight
Over Faith; PBS's NOW with Bill Moyers; PBS Front-
line's The Jesus Factor; PBS's The Newshour with Jim
Lehrer; NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw; CBS
Evening News with Dan Rather; ABC World News
Tonight with Peter Jennings; numerous National
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Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Program 7:00 p.m.

Dinner $25,

Reservation Deadline— Friday, April 4
Request vegetarian preference

Your check will serve as your reservation

Mail to: Tulsa Interfaith Alliance,
P.O. Box 35654
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74153-0654
Questions?  tulsainterfaith@gmail.com

or 270-1139

Public Radio stations including KQED's Forum in
San Francisco and KCRW's The Politics of Culture
in Los Angeles; CNBC's Capital Report; CNN's The
World Today with Wolf Blitzer; CNN's Inside
Politics with Judy Woodruff; PBS's Religion and
Ethics Newsweekly; CBS's Freedom to Pray;
C-SPAN's Washington Journal; NBC's Dateline.

He is the former host of Morally Speaking on NBC
affiliate KTVE in Monroe, Louisiana.

While ministering to churches with a message of
inclusion, Dr. Gaddy emerged as a leader among
progressive and moderate Baptists. Among his
many leadership roles, he is the immediate past
president of the Alliance of Baptists and is a twenty-
year member of the Commission of Christian Ethics
of the Baptist World Alliance. His past leadership
roles include serving as a member of the General
Council of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship,
president of Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, and chair of the Pastoral Leader-
ship Commission of the Baptist World Alliance.

Dr. Gaddy received his undergraduate degree from
Union University in Tennessee and his doctoral
degree and divinity training from the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky.


http://www.northmin.org/
http://www.northmin.org/

THE TULSA INTERFAITH ALLIANCE URGES THE OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE
TO REJECT HB 2211 - THE RELIGIOUS VIEWPOINTS ANTIDISCRIMINATION ACT

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance (TIA) declares its
strong opposition to HB 2211 - The Religious
Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act, by Rep. Sally
Kern. If passed, this bill would damage religious
liberty in our state, undermine the integrity of our
public school curricula, and create a legal and bu-
reaucratic morass that our teachers and school ad-
ministrators do not need. We urge all of our
elected representatives to oppose it.

TIA strongly supports the legitimate expression of
religious viewpoints in appropriate venues and at
appropriate times. Indeed, such speech is pro-
tected by current law and requires no further legal
safeguards. What is not protected, and should not
be protected, is the government-sanctioned imposi-
tion of majority religious views upon people of
minority faiths. It is our belief that the establish-
ment of “limited public forums”, as envisioned by
the current legislation, would amount to just that.
TIA is also concerned that the proposed legislation
would undermine classroom instruction by making
it more difficult for teachers to hold students ac-
countable for subject material. The potential for
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Executive Director Search

TIA is currently taking applications and review-
ing those applications for a new Executive Direc-
tor. "We hope to hire someone soon," said Alli-
son Moore, a board member, who is also part of
the taskforce search team. The team has been in-
terviewing candidates and has more scheduled in
the coming weeks. TIA has made tremendous
headway in the past few months by securing an
office space, filling the part-time secretarial posi-
tion, and now looks forward to welcoming a new
Executive Director!

harm is greatest in science courses, where some

students may wish to substitute their own religious

beliefs for scientific facts and theories. Although

all religious views should be respected, teachers
cannot teach if they do not have the authority to
determine the correct answers and to hold students
accountable for knowing those answers. HB 2211

places a significant legal cloud over this authority.

It is understandable that some people of faith

would wish to express their beliefs in public ven-
ues, including the public schools. But we encour-

age all Oklahomans to consider the special care
that must be taken when religion becomes entan-
gled with government institutions. The potential
for conflict, division, and the persecution of mi-

nority viewpoints is ever present, as is the poten-
tial to undermine the legitimate purposes of the

institutions themselves. HB 2211 stampedes past
all of these concerns, rushing in where legislators
and communities with good sense should fear to
tread. All who are concerned about religious lib-
erty, the state of our public schools, and the wel-
fare of our children, should oppose it.

TIA board member Karl Sniderman
panelist at
All Souls Unitarian Church

On Sunday, March 16, TIA board member
Karl Sniderman appeared on a panel at All Souls
Unitarian Church discussing the controversy of the
policy recently passed by the Tulsa City Council
that approved sectarian prayers. On the panel with
Karl were Greg Bledsoe, an ACLU attorney, and
councilman John Eagleton who presented the posi-
tion of the City Council. The City of Tulsa may be
facing a lawsuit over this issue, but that remains to
be seen, depending on the outcome of similar case
that is pending in another federal district. Ques-
tions were taken from the audience. It proved to
be a very lively discussion.



Intersections of the Civil Rights Movement:

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
held a community forum
on The Intersections of the
Civil Rights Movement:
Race, Religion and Re-
form, at Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church in Tulsa on
February 26.

The Rev. Dr. Ray A. Owens, pastor of Metropolitan
Baptist Church led the discussion in collaboration
with Millard L. House II, founder and Principal of
KIPP (Knowledge Is Personal Power) Tulsa Col-
lege Preparatory Academy and Pamela Butler, Di-
rector of Health Services, Tulsa Public Schools.

Rev. Dr. Owens received his Masters of Divinity
degree and Doctorate of Philosophy in Religion
from Princeton Theological Seminary. He is Ad-
junct Professor of Ethics and Black Church Studies
at Phillips Theological Seminary and Adjunct Pro-
fessor of African American Religion at Oklahoma
State University-Tulsa. He serves on the faculty of
the Princeton Institute on Youth Ministry which
provides continuing education courses for clergy
and lay leaders interested in youth ministry and lo-
cally he serves on the board of the Metropolitan
Tulsa Urban League.

Race, Religion and Reform

Millard L. House II, formerly
the principal at Marian Ander-
son Elementary School has re-
ceived several recognitions in-
cluding Principal of the Year

and Outstanding Administrator
from Tulsa Public Schools and
was featured in Ebony maga-

zine as one of the top leaders in the country under
30 years of age. A graduate of the Fisher School
Leadership Program, University of California,
Berkeley, he is currently pursuing a doctorate in
School Administration.

Pamela Butler, JD, a graduate of Howard Univer-
sity College of Nursing and Georgetown University
College of Law, Washington, D.C., formerly served
as the Associate Dean of Nursing and an Adjunct
Professor in the College of Law, University of
Tulsa. She hosts “Health Alert” a statewide pro-
gram on Cox Cable which received the Public
Health Excellence Award from the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.

There was a wonderful turnout . We wish to thank
the three speakers for presenting such an stimulat-
ing evening of information and discussion.

TIA BOARD MEMBERS ON MAYOR'S
COMMUNITY COALITION

Two TIA board members, Keith McArtor, Board
Chair, and Allison Moore, were appointed to the
Mayor's Police and Community Coalition
("MPACC") of Tulsa. The purpose of the
MPACC is : (1) to examine issues affecting police
and community relations; (2) to develop recom-
mendations and "best practices" designed to en-
hance the bonds of trust between law enforcement
and our community; and (3) to recommend law
enforcement implementation strategies.

NEW TIA CONTACT INFO

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
PO Box 35654
Tulsa, OK 74153

7020 S. Yale, #100
Tulsa, OK 74136

Phone: (918) 270-1139
Tulsalnterfaith@gmail.com
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How To Spot A Terrorist
by Allison Moore

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance presented an educational
workshop for the Tulsa community on "How to
Spot a Terrorist". Dennis Beyer, Chairman of the
Mayor Taylor's Homeland Security Taskforce,
spoke to the group. He spoke about terrorism in
the United States and world-wide. Beyer briefly
traced the history of terrorism and how is has
changed throughout time. Attendees learned the
seven warning signs to look for before a terrorist
attack and that anyone regardless of race, religion
or cultural background could be a terrorist.

The presentation helped the audience differentiate
between sensationalized fear-based media and how
to understand the reality of terrorism in the world
today. Beyer spoke briefly about a form of terror-
ism we rarely hear about on the news but is quite
active — eco-terrorism or so-called "green activ-
ists" who burn down homes and restaurants
deemed too close to national parks and wildlife
areas. He also spoke of 9/11, Timothy McVeigh,
religious violence in Ireland, and domestic militia
here in this country. Muslims, Christians and Jews
turned out in force to show their concern about this
very real issue.

One Nation, Many Faiths.
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TIA BOARD MEMBERS
ON MAYOR'S COALITION

Two TIA board members, Keith McArtor,
Board Chair, and Allison Moore, have been
appointed to the Mayor's Police and Community
Coalition ("MPACC") of Tulsa. The purpose of
the MPACC is three fold: (1) to examine issues
affecting police and community relations; (2) to
develop recommendations and “best practices”
designed to enhance the bonds of trust between
law enforcement and our community; and (3) to
recommend law enforcement implementation
strategies.

TIA Opposes Comments
made by Rep. Sally Kern

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance (TIA) is a group of in-
dividuals formed to foster understanding among all,
celebrating individual differences and to assure that
no one group or person usurps religion in order to
espouse discrimination against any other individual
or group.

TIA believes that the recent pronouncements by
Rep. Sally Kern which condemned homosexuals,
Muslims and others does indeed exceed the bounds
of fair play and the Constitution. Certainly, Rep.
Kern is guaranteed political free speech. However
when speech is used in such a way by an official of
our state to foster division, much less to indicate that
all Oklahomans have the same intolerance, it is un-
believably troubling and must be soundly decried.

While some in this state may agree with Sally
Kern’s viewpoint, TIA believes there are by far
many more citizens who accept and celebrate the
diversity we have in our state.

As an Oklahoma legislator, Rep. Kern has put
our state in a negative spotlight before the nation
because of her narrow, discriminatory statements.
Condemnation of a class of individuals based upon
their sexual orientation is tantamount to condemning
skin color, religion, age or any other type of such
protected class.

This kind of broad brush attack subverts our
Constitution’s 14th amendment, guaranteeing that
any stigmatized group shall be protected from such
unfair treatment. In Rep Kern’s world of unaccept-
able people, her brush could just as easily have tried
to sweep away those of weight, eye or hair color dif-
ferent from her own.

It is difficult to see the loving god of the world’s
great religions being called forth in any of Rep K’s
recent remarks. Even more frightening to those who
love liberty for all is the idea that, considering her
position of authority, she could lead others and espe-
cially those more easily persuaded to violence.

TIA urges all Oklahomans to stand firm for
equal treatment for all, and to guard against speech
that could harm or lead to harm of others, especially
those unfairly targeted simply because they may be
“different”.



The Mission
of the
Tulsa

Interfaith
Alliance
1S to
cultivate
interfaith
dialogue
in order
to protect
religious
and
civil liberties
from
religious
intolerance

Core Values:

. Religious Liberty
« Separation
of Church
and state
. Promote
Religious
Diversity
without fear
of coercion
or discrimination
. Counter
the misuse
of religion
for political

PLEASE JOIN US!

Name

Address

email

Home Phone

Work Phone

fax

Congregation or Faith Group (Optional)

Membership Categories are

Student $15 Sponsor $500-999
Concerned $25-99 Benefactor $1,000-2,499
Supporter $100-499 Sustaining $2,500-4,999

Patron $5,000+

Committees are

Membership Development
Resources—fund raising & finance
Public Education

Program Development—forums, etc.
Media

Legal

Rapid response/monitoring extremism
Assisting with routine office tasks.

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. is an Oklahoma not for profit corporation and has received

Internal Revenue Service income tax exemption under code section 501(c)(3). Membership dues are
tax deductible. Membership in Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. consists of those serving on the Board of
Directors or Advisory Board and all others who contribute financial support.



Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
P. O. Box 35654
Tulsa, OK 74153-0654

Return Service Requested

National President of
Interfaith Alliance
speaking in Tulsa

April 8.

The Interfaith Alliance is a non-partisan, grassroots
organization dedicated to promoting the positive, healing
role of faith in civic life and challenging intolerance and
extremism.

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Santee
Layout: Lonnie Snyder

Bill Griffin is our web master. Check us out at
www.tulsainterfaith.org.

S —

To a nation bent on violence, anyone who
claims to be speaking for God’s kingdom
and who advocates non-violent means as the
ﬁ way to it is making a very deep and
dangerous political statement. -N.T. Wright
From “The New Testament and the State”
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Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
Board of Directors

Rev. Keith McArtor, President
Dr. Darryl Deborde, 1st Vice President
Judie Suess, 2nd Vice President
John Osborne, Treasurer
Barbara Santee, Adm. Secretary
Rev. Mel Bailey
Rev. Michael J. Barron
Brian Cross
Jim Derby
Martha Hardwick
Arlene Johnson
Rev. Guy Langston
Rev. Mary McAnally
Allison Moore
Rita J. Moskowitz
Rev. Luis-Carlos Sanchez
Karl Sniderman
Rev. Carmen White-Janak
Rev. Jesse L. Williams, Jr.



