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Annual Meeting of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
Tuesday, April 24, 7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Congregational Church, UCC
2900 S Harvard Ave, Tulsa OK

Speaking:Dr. Robin Meyers
Senior Minister of Mayflower Congregational Church, UCC
Oklahoma City
and author of
Why the Christian Right is Wrong:
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Special GuestSuzie Armstrong , National Vice President of The Interfaith Alliance

The doors will open at 7:00 p.m. for registration and refreshments.
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and he will be available to sign copies after the program.

Dr. Robin Meyers has been senior minister of
Mayflower Congregational UCC Church of
Oklahoma City since 1985. Mayflower, an
Open and Affirming, Peace and Justice church
in northwest Oklahoma City, is the fastest
growing UCC congregation in the Kansas/
Oklahoma Conference. He is also professor of
rhetoric in the Philosophy Department of Okla-
homa City University, where he has taught full
-time since 1991.

Dr. Meyers is a frequent speaker at church
workshops, academic conferences, and politi-
cal events around the country, and is an award
winning commentator for National Public Ra-
dio. He has appeared Dateline NBC, The
McNeilLeher Hour, ABC World News To-
night, New Dimensiongind numerous PBS

programs. In 2001, he became spiritual advi-
sor to the first woman executed in the state of
Oklahoma, and is featured in an HBO docu-
mentary,The Execution of Wanda JeaHe

has twice preached at the Riverside Church of
New York City, where he is a candidate to suc-
ceed Jim Forbes.

Dr. Meyers was the Earl Preacher at the Earl
Lectures at Pacific School of Religion in
Berkeley, California; was named the Angie
Debo Civil Libertarian of the year by the
ACLU of Oklahoma; and gave the historical
Lyceum Lecturén Peterborough, New Hamp-
shire in 2006. He writes a syndicated column
for The Oklahoma Gazetterhere he holds the
record for the most angry letters to the editor.
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One Nation, Many Faiths.
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March 16, 2007
Dear Friends:

All'l can say is WOW! Since writing to yoearlier
this month, we've received hundreds of emails ex-
pressing outrage over the manipulative role that
religion is taking on in the presidential campaigns.

Fortunately many of you share our commitment to
preserving religious liberty and keeping religion
out of politics. The following are just a few of the
comments we have received in response to last
week's alert:

"One of the basic freedoms in our country is free-
dom of religion. Those who place their religion in
a context that is more important than their ability
to support and maintain the Constitution are
breaking my 'trust test' right away."

"Professing religious belief does not prove how

good a person you are or how good a president
you will be. I find religious righteousness offen-
sive..."

"l think values are important, and certainly many
of us form our values based on our faith, but the
emphasis should be on how we interpret those
values in civic life, not on the faith that formed
them."

We also heard from many of you on the theme of
religious tolerance:

"We Americans need to understand more about
religions that are different from our own. We also
need to understand that a preference for no reli-
gious practices in citizens' lives DOES NOT
EQUATE to or condone immorality or unethical
behavior."

To be fair, not all the feedback was positive. One
person told us that they "don't see or hear the posi-
tions of The Interfaith Alliance in the mainstream
media or even much in the progressive media."
This comment is dead on. But we need your help
to get the message out. When you see these stories
in the newspapewrite a letter to the editokVhen
you see candidates prostitute their faith on a
blog, let them knowwhat you think.

Unfortunately, over the last week as you have
shared your feedback with us, we have watched as
many of the candidates continue to "take the test:"

Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton delivered duel-
ing campaign speeches from church pulpits in
Selma, Alabama.

And, former Arkansas governor and current presi-
dential candidate Mike Huckabee speaking at
CPAC accused some of his fellow Republican can-
didates of having "road to Damascus conversions."

Because you passionately share our commitment
to preserving religious liberty and keeping religion
out of partisan politics, we think the candidates
themselves need teear your thoughtstraight

from you the voter.

Keep the messages coming and pléaseard this
letterto your friends and families and ask them to
get involved.

Together, we will make our voices heard.
Sincerely,



