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Annual Meeting of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
Tuesday, April 24, 7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Congregational Church, UCC
2900 S Harvard Ave, Tulsa OK

Speaking: Dr. Robin Meyers
Senior Minister of Mayflower Congregational Church, UCC
Oklahoma City
and author of
Why the Christian Right is Wrong:
A Ministers Manifesto for Taking Back Your Faith, Your Flag, and Your Future

Special Guest: Suzie Armstrong, National Vice President of The Interfaith Alliance

The doors will open at 7:00 p.m. for registration and refreshments.
Barnes & Noble will be here with copies of Dr. Meyers’ book
and he will be available to sign copies after the program.

Dr. Robin Meyers has been senior minister of
Mayflower Congregational UCC Church of
Oklahoma City since 1985. Mayflower, an
Open and Affirming, Peace and Justice church
in northwest Oklahoma City, is the fastest
growing UCC congregation in the Kansas/
Oklahoma Conference. He is also professor of
rhetoric in the Philosophy Department of Okla-
homa City University, where he has taught full
-time since 1991.

Dr. Meyers is a frequent speaker at church
workshops, academic conferences, and politi-
cal events around the country, and is an award-
winning commentator for National Public Ra-
dio. He has appeared on Dateline NBC, The
McNeil-Leher Hour, ABC World News To-
night, New Dimensions, and numerous PBS

programs. In 2001, he became spiritual advi-
sor to the first woman executed in the state of
Oklahoma, and 1s featured in an HBO docu-
mentary, The Execution of Wanda Jean. He
has twice preached at the Riverside Church of
New York City, where he is a candidate to suc-
ceed Jim Forbes.

Dr. Meyers was the Earl Preacher at the Earl
Lectures at Pacific School of Religion in
Berkeley, California; was named the Angie
Debo Civil Libertarian of the year by the
ACLU of Oklahoma; and gave the historical
Lyceum Lecture in Peterborough, New Hamp-
shire in 2006. He writes a syndicated column
for The Oklahoma Gazette, where he holds the
record for the most angry letters to the editor.



One Nation, Many Faiths.

V(TE 2008

March 16, 2007
Dear Friends:

All T can say is WOW! Since writing to you earlier
this month, we've received hundreds of emails ex-
pressing outrage over the manipulative role that
religion is taking on in the presidential campaigns.

Fortunately many of you share our commitment to
preserving religious liberty and keeping religion
out of politics. The following are just a few of the
comments we have received in response to last
week's alert:

"One of the basic freedoms in our country is free-
dom of religion. Those who place their religion in
a context that is more important than their ability
to support and maintain the Constitution are
breaking my 'trust test' right away."

"Professing religious belief does not prove how
good a person you are or how good a president
you will be. T find religious righteousness offen-
sive..."

"I think values are important, and certainly many
of us form our values based on our faith, but the
emphasis should be on how we interpret those
values 1in civic life, not on the faith that formed
them."

We also heard from many of you on the theme of
religious tolerance:

"We Americans need to understand more about
religions that are different from our own. We also
need to understand that a preference for no reli-
gious practices in citizens' lives DOES NOT
EQUATE to or condone immorality or unethical
behavior."

To be fair, not all the feedback was positive. One
person told us that they "don't see or hear the posi-
tions of The Interfaith Alliance in the mainstream
media or even much in the progressive media."
This comment is dead on. But we need your help
to get the message out. When you see these stories
in the newspaper, write a letter to the editor. When
you see candidates prostitute their faith on a

blog, let them know what you think.

Unfortunately, over the last week as you have
shared your feedback with us, we have watched as
many of the candidates continue to "take the test:"

Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton delivered duel-
ing campaign speeches from church pulpits in
Selma, Alabama.

And, former Arkansas governor and current presi-
dential candidate Mike Huckabee speaking at
CPAC accused some of his fellow Republican can-
didates of having "road to Damascus conversions."

Because you passionately share our commitment
to preserving religious liberty and keeping religion
out of partisan politics, we think the candidates
themselves need to hear your thoughts straight
from you the voter.

Keep the messages coming and please forward this
letter to your friends and families and ask them to

get involved.

Together, we will make our voices heard.
Sincerely,

Dt g


http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?ID=M7244716214945532742380765&af=y
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?ID=M7244716914945532742380765&af=y
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?ID=M7244703314945532742380765&af=y
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?ID=M7244704414945532742380765&af=y
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?ID=M7244704414945532742380765&af=y

) Sacred Activism

AND THE POWER OF INCLUSION

Tulsa Oklahoma May 10-12, 2007
Wisdom University Conference

Sacred Activism and the Power of Inclusion

A Heartland Summit
May 10 - 12, 2007
RENAISSANCE TULSA HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER
6808 S 107th E AVENUE TULSA OK 74133
The conference is open to the public.
https://www.wisdomuniversity.org/sacred-activism-index.html

The most exciting fact about America today is that a new wisdom culture is emerging. It is a movement

of inclusion and hope, comprised of people who have participated in the major social movements of the past
fifty yearso from civil rights, the environment, feminism, disarmament, human rights, and social fstide

have emerged committed to personal and spiritual development without being dogmatically religious and
supportive of economic and technical progress but not at the expense of the environment or community.
Studies show that this group actually constitutes the new moral majority of America. You are probably one of
them.

Wisdom University has committed itself to understanding and mobilizing this new movement gaining
momentum across America and around the world. We convened a major conferencé&emattlein May 2006
that drew over 1,000 people excited to be part o
Weekendsd6 around the country and Europe to sprea
international gathering in Washington, D.C. in the Spring of 2008 to enhance the public profile of this new
moral majority.The Tulsa conference May 10-12 is an integral part of building the movement because it is

taking place in the heartland of America.

e Come to the conference and | earn about the new
future.

« Connect with people who share your beliefs and feelings.

e Be inspired by national and local speakers addressing issues directly relevant to your life.

e Be transformed by the power of community and a burgeoning network of people across this nation who
are committed, as you are, to a holistic vision of the future.

« Participate in a process to ignite our collective action that will allow you to network, spread your message
and build community.

For all of you actively engaged in social transformation, we invite you to register for the conference and
receive a free table to present your materials. You are invited to get your message out at the various work-
shops and plenaries that pertain to your interest area. You are also invited to participa@ppatunity Fair

on Saturday with all the other groups present to network, share information, and engage in a cutting edge
visualization process tignite Collective Action

This may be the most important conference you have ever attended. It is about the future and how we
can work together to make our vision real.


https://www.wisdomuniversity.org/sacred-activism-conference.html

Sacred Activism and the Power of Inclusion

There is |little doubt
that America is significantly out of alignment

with the values with which it was founded and

by which most of us live our lives. This has

given rise to increased alienation with the po-
litical process and a precipitous diminution of
respect for America by the international com-
munity. The challenge in this situation is whether
it is possible to mount a movement of people and
ideas that will realign the very moral compass of
America around a new sense of civic responsibil-
ity, an inclusive spirituality, protection of the
earth, and a new relationship between America
and the community of nations.

The purpose of this conference is thus to forge a
deeper connection between the values and the
activism necessary for effective leadership in

our communities. The fundamental goal is to
challenge participants to let go of old oppositional
stances and to work together to formulate positive
goals and programs for what will work in the fu-
ture. Essentially, people must realize that the old
left/right liberal vs. conservative moral debate, po-
litical rhetoric and strategic thinking is no longer
relevant to the actual reality of American life.

What is relevant is the fact that there is a new
wisdom culture emerging, one comprised of a
growing number of people who find themselves
breaking out of the old value systems and em-
bracing a more humane, more global view of
themselves and the world. The sociologist Paul
Ray refers to them as cultural creatives, a group
which only began to emerge in world culture fifty
years ago and which has been formed by the amal-
gamation of all the major social movements that
have occurred during this time, ranging from the
civil rights, anttnuclear, environmental, feminist,
pro-choice, human rights, immigration, children
rights, gay/lesbian, and arglobalization move-
ments. Taken collectively, cultural creatives now
number over 50 million adults in the United

i n Statessate everenoope Inuenérsus imEunodes and are

growing in numbers all around the world.

Those who tend to embody the values of the
emerging wisdom culture tend to be deeply
spiritual without being dogmatically religious

and committed to technology and economic
prosperity but not at the cost of the environ-

ment or community. They understand the world
holistically and are deeply committed to ron
ideological politics that emphasize practical solu-
tions. Overwhelmingly, they are professional, crea-
tive and entrepreneurial. They thus represent a
dramatic departure from the traditional value sys-
tem represented by religious fundamentalists on
the one hand; or the modernist world view repre-
sented by much of the scientific and business es-
tablishment on the other. Indeed, not since the
Enlightenment, when the modernist worldview
began to emerge, has there been such a profound
realignment in fundamental human values.

A central fact about this new cultural group is

that they are a population and not yet a group.
They hold progressive values, but five out of six
dondt identify with ei
servatives, and yet they are not themselves mobi-
lized into a coherent political force. In fact, a com-
mon denominator amongst most cultural creatives
is that they think they are alone. They represent
the largest single values group in America but they
have virtually no presence in the current social or
political debate. If they did, the very moral com-
pass of this country would change and America
could be realigned with the values upon which it
was founded, which the international community
expects, and which the future demands.

The key question therefore is how we can iden-
tify, mobilize, and turn this emerging cultural
group into an effective moral presence and po-
litical force. It is to help accomplish these goals
that the Tulsa conference is being organized.

Community Partners

Coalition of Hispanic Organizations/Tulsa
Fellowship Congregational Church

New Dimensions Worship Center

One Spirit Learning Alliance

e State of the World Forum

Tulsa Indian Coalition Against Racism
Tulsa Interfaith Alliance

e What is Enlightenment? magazine

t h



A Bedtime Meditation/Prayer by Rabbi Michael Lerner

YOU, my ETERNAL FRIEND, WITNESS now
that I forgive anyone who hurt or upset me or who
offended me-- damaging my body, my property,
my reputation or people that I love; whether by
accident or purposely; with words, deeds, thoughts
or attitudes.

I forgive every person who has hurt or upset me.
May no one be punished because of me. May no
one suffer from karmic consequences for hurting
or upsetting me.

Help me, Eternal Friend, to keep from offending
You and others. Help me to be thoughtful and not
commit outrage by doing what is evil in Your
eyes.

Whatever sins I have committed, blot out, please,
in Your abundant kindness, and spare me suffering
or harmful illnesses.

Help me become aware of the ways [ may have
unintentionally or intentionally hurt others, and
please give me guidance and strength to rectify
those hurts and to develop the sensitivity to not
continue acting in a hurtful way. Let me forgive
others, let me forgive myself, but also let me
change in ways that make it easy for me to avoid-
paths of hurtfulness to others.

I seek peace, let me BE peace. I seek justice, let
me be just. I seek a world of kindness, let me be
kind. I seek a world of generosity, let me be gener-
ous with all that I have. I seek a world of sharing,
let me share all that I have. I seek a world of giv-
ing, let me be giving to all around me. I seek a

world of love, let me be loving beyond all reason,
beyond all normal expectation, beyond all societal
frameworks that tell me how much love is
"normal," beyond all fear that giving too much
love will leave me with too little. And let me be
open and sensitive to all the love that is already
coming to me, the love of people I know, the love
of people who do join and work with me in my
projects to heal and transform the world, the love
that is part of the human condition, the accumu-
lated love of past generations that flows through
and is embodied in the language, music, recipes,
technology, literature, religions, agriculture, and
family heritages that have been passed on to me
and to us. Let me pass that love on to the next gen-
erations in an even fuller and more explicit way.

Source of goodness and love in the universe, let
me be alive to all the goodness that surrounds me.
And let that awareness of the goodness and love of
the universe be my shield and protector. And with
that awareness, let me be energized to more fully
contribute with my heart, my full dedication of
time and money and energy, and my mind and
soul, to the task of tikkun, healing the world, and
finding the best ways that I can personally do that.

Hear the words of my mouth and may the medita-
tions of my heart find acceptance before You,
Eternal Friend, who protects and frees me. Amen.

To connect to the community of people advancing
these ideas, please go to
www.spiritualprogressives.org
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_— \Oklahoma Bill of Rights Banquet March 31, 2007
_— ,Ag‘o‘a‘w )Doors open 6:00 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

_ad Banquet Center, I-40 and South Meridian, Oklahoma City If you have not purchased your
5 please do so. $50 each* Table for 10 discount $400 per table

- Angle Debo Civil Libertarian of the Year Award to: Dr. Barbara Santee, Tulsa, Ok.
Keynote Speaker: Mark Barrett - on Wrongful Conviction in Oklahoma Send RSVP to: ACLU Oklahoma 3000
Paseo Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103 or or call 405-524-8511 RSVP deadline: March 28th, 5 o'clock p.m.
*some student, low-income, senior citizens tickets available through generous donors. Please contact: Joann

Bell, 405-524-8511 for a return call.


http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=305612658&url_num=3&url=https://secure.democracyinaction.org/dia/hq/www.spiritualprogressives.org

FIRST First Freedom First

FREEDOM P.O. Box 1496
v Washington, DC 20013
F‘.‘ RST A partnership of
Safeguarding separation The Interfaith Alliance Foundation
of church and state, and Americans United for
protecting religious liberty Separation of Church and State

In a blatant example of what we mean by "Democracy NOT Theocracy," Gen. Peter Pace, the
Chairman of the military's Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the Chicago Tribune's editorial board this
week that the "don't ask don't tell" policy is necessary because homosexuality is "immoral."
Pace said beliefs stem from his "upbringing." Despite having his comments condemned from
both Democrats and Republicans, Pace has refused to apologize for his remarks.

Regardless of your opinion of "don't ask don't tell," it is a shame that America's highest-ranking
military official would base his argument for the policy on reasoning with such obvious religious
undertones.

Until now, the policy has always been justified by troop morale, not morality . If that is the case,
shouldn't Pace apologize for substituting his irrelevant personal beliefs for strategic military ad-
vice?

Many military experts like former Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman and Ranking
GOP Committee member John Warner, "strongly disagree" with Pace's position.
Ot her s, |l i ke retired Gen. Jack Keane say "
about unit cohesion."

morality w

In fact, when Colin Powell endorsed it in 1993, he told the House Armed Services Committee "it
is not our place in the military, those of us in senior leadership positions, to make moral or reli-
gious judgments with respect to homosexuality. Our perspective, and the only perspective we
should bring to this issue, is the unique perspective of the military and what is best for military
effectiveness."

Just about the only people supporting Pace's unsound stance are cash-cow Religious Right
groups like the Family Research Council who find it "refreshing" that a public official would
"speak the truth" about "morality" and put "principled leadership - not social experimentation -
first."

You can help First Freedom First on this issue by writing a letter to the editor of your local
newspaper. We've made it easy for you to tell those who want to legislate religion that America
is @ Democracy, NOT Theocracy.

Safeguarding separation of church and state and protecting religious liberty depends on people
like you.

Donna Red Wing and Eric Shutt of The Interfaith Alliance Foundation
Beth Corbin and Bethany Moore of Americans United for Separation of Church and State

"What makes us special and different from other countries is that our right to decide whether
and how to worship is a private matter protected by the Constitution."
o0 www.firstfreedomfirst.org


http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=11&url=http://www.firstfreedomfirst.org/
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=12&url=http://www.interfaithalliance.org/
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=13&url=http://www.au.org/
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=13&url=http://www.au.org/
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=4&url=http://www.firstfreedomfirst.org/religiousright
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=5&url=http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/fff/pickMedia.jsp?letter_KEY=684&t=LTE.dwt
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=7&url=http://www.interfaithalliance.org/site/pp.asp?c=8dJIIWMCE&b=447561
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=8&url=http://www.au.org/site/PageServer
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?key=303056988&url_num=10&url=http://www.firstfreedomfirst.org/

Uniting
people
of
faith
and
good
will
to
STOP HATE

Leading
people
of
faith
and
good
will
to
DEFEND RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY

Equipping
people

of

faith

and

good

will
for

POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION

PLEASE JOIN US!

Name

Address

email

Home Phone

Work Phone

fax

Congregation or Faith Group (Optional)

Membership Categories are
Student $15 Sponsor $500-999
Concerned $25-99 Benefactor $1,000-2,499
Supporter $100-499 Sustaining $2,500-4,999

Patron $5,000+

Committees are

Membership Development
Resources—fund raising & finance
Public Education

Program Development—forums, etc.
Media

Legal

Rapid response/monitoring extremism
Assisting with routine office tasks.

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. is an Oklahoma not for profit corporation and has received

Internal Revenue Service income tax exemption under code section 501(c)(3). Membership dues are
tax deductible. Membership in Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. consists of those serving on the Board of
Directors or Advisory Board and all others who contribute financial support.
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The Interfaith Alliance is a non-partisan, grassroots Tulsa Interfaith Alliance
organization dedicated to promoting the positive, healing Board of Directors
role of faith in civic life and challenging intolerance and
extremism.

Melvin Bailey, M.Div.
Rev. Mike Barron
Brad Byers
Brian Cross
Rev. Darryl Deborde, Vice President
Jim Derby, Ph.D.
Theodore V. Foote, Jr., M.Div., Secretary
Martha Hardwick, J.D.
Arlene Johnson
Rev. Mary McAnally

Newsletter Editor: Janet Storts

Bill Griffin is our web master. Check us out at

www.tulsainterfaith.org. Keith McArtor, President
Ron McDaniel
r— m— Rita J. Moskowitz
John Osborne, Treasurer
To a nation bent on violence, anyone who Rev. Howard Plowman
claims to be speaking for God’s kingdom Luis-Carlos Sanchez, M.Div.

and who advocates non-violent means as the Barbara Santee, Ph.D.
Sheryl Siddiqui

way to it is making a very deep and Karl Sniderman
dangerous political statement. -N.T. Wright Judie Suess, Vice President

From “The New Testament and the State” Carmen White-Janak
William J. Wiseman, S.T.D., Founder
| D | and Spokesperson Emeritus




