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TIA HIRES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance is very pleased to announce
that we have hired our first executive director, Kenneth Pat-
terson. Kenneth grew up in Joplin and received his BA and
JD from the University of Arkansas. He worked for ten years
as the program director for the International Catholic Migra-
tion Commission in Europe. In that capacity, he worked in a
number of countries: Albania, Ecuador, Switzerland, Croatia
and Columbia, and he has traveled extensively working on
projects to help refugees and displaced person to reintegrate
into their communities. After returning to Oklahoma in 2006,
he held the position as the director of Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) in Tulsa, and he was the international pro-
curement advisor for Feed The Children in Oklahoma City.
His work with international non-governmental agencies and
government ministries often required interfaith dialogue to

help with reintegration of refugees in their communities. gT ____________________ 1
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STEPHEN CRANFORD: NEW PRESIDENT OF TIA

Rev. Stephen Cranford has
accepted the presidency of the
Tulsa Interfaith Alliance after the
resignation of Rev. Keith O
McArtor who left the position due
to personal family obligations.
Steve comes to TIA with a wealth
of experience in the interfaith
area. He is a native of Arkansas.
He graduated has a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Millsaps
College, Jackson, Mississippi,
with a Bachelor of Arts and has

Mississippi and Arkansas. Fol-
lowing retirement, Steve served
interim ministries with First
Christian Church, Greeley CO,
and Fellowship Congregational
Church (UCC) in Tulsa. He also
served one year as interim re-
gional minister of the Christian
Church in Kansas.

Steve is an emeritus trustee of
the Board of Trustees of Phillips
Theological Seminary. He was a

earned a Master of Divinity degree from Lexing- trustee from 1987 to 1997 and was chairperson

ton Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky.

upon Steve, Doctor of Humane Letters, in 1987.
Phillips Theological Seminary conferred an honor-
ary Doctor of Divinity degree in 2008.

1995-1997. He is a director emeritus of the Board
of Directors at Christian Board of Publication,

which he served as secretary, vice chairperson and
chair of the Board. He has served on the boards of
the National Benevolent Association, The Division

of Higher Education, Culver Stockton College, and

Steve retired in 2004 from his ministry as the Drury College School of Religion.

executive director of Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry,
a 60 year old agency serving the Christian, Jewish,
Muslim and Unitarian communities in metropoli-
tan Tulsa, Oklahoma. Prior to being named to this
post in July 2000, he served 14 years as regional
minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) of Mid-America. He came to that position
following six years as senior minister of Douglass
Boulevard Christian Church in Louisville,
Kentucky. Previously, he served three years as
executive secretary of the Commission on Faith
and Order of the World Council of Churches. His
congregational experience includes pastorates in

Steve is married to Dr. Myrna Jones, who
recently retired after 13 years as director of
admissions at Phillips Theological Seminary.
Myrna is also an ordained minister of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Steve has two sons
and Myrna has a son and a daughter. All are
grown and have their own families. Steve and
Myrna have five grandchildren.

The TIA board feels extremely fortunate to
have as its new leader a person with such pre-
eminent credentials and experience in the interfaith
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Judie Suess Steps Down from TIA Board

The TIA Board wishes to thank Judie Suess, former First Vice
President and Chair of the Program Committee, for her hard work
in putting together interesting and relevant programs for TIA for a
number of years. Judie us a dedicated advocate for religious free-
dom, and has worked for years to guarantee that freedom for all
Oklahomans and all Americans. We will miss you, Judie, but we
know you have a cell phone so look for a call when we need your
expertise! Thanks from all of us!

Tommy Harwood McArtor Passes

Former TIA board president, Keith O.
McArtor, lost his father on June 19th.
He was 71 and lived in Pryor. Our
condolences go to Keith and his family
on their loss.




RUSS BENNETT TO BE REMEMBERED

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, in
partnership with the Circle
Cinema, will be presenting the
2nd Russell Bennett Memorial
Film on Sunday, August 24th at
1:30 p.m. at the Circle Cinema,
10 S. Lewis Ave.. The films
shown for this annual tribute are
selected because they represent
the values and philosophy

espoused by Russ and that guided his many
years of service to the Tulsa community. The
film this year, "Constantine's Sword," brings
up many questions.

Constantine’s Sword is the story
of James Carroll; a former
Catholic priest on a journey to
confront his past and uncover the
roots of religiously inspired
violence and war. His search
also reveals a growing scandal
involving religious infiltration of
the U.S. military and the terrible
consequences of religion’s

influence on America’s foreign policy.

Carroll focuses on Christian anti-Semitism as the model for
all religious hatred, exposing the cross as a symbol of a

long history of violence against Jews (and, most recently,

Why are intolerance, violence and
war so deeply ingrained in relig-
ion?

Moslems). The film brings the history of religious intoler-
ance to life, tracing it as a source of the fanaticism that
threatens the world today. At its core, Constantine’s

Sword is a compelling personal narrative — a kind of de-

Why did the Cross become a ral-
lying symbol for persecution?

How does one man who loves the
Church confront its history of cru-
sade and conquest?

tective story — as one man uncovers the dark areas of his
own past, searching for a better future.

Refreshments will be served after the film Please call
(918) 270-1139 to make reservations.

JOHN AND JANE OSBORNE HONORED

John and Jane Osborne, Episcopal laypersons,
received the Ron McDaniel Recognition award
given by the Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry at its 2008
Annual Assembly on June 5th. This award is
presented to individuals who embody the spirit of
TMM and who have over the years, provided out-
standing effort to further the mission of the organi-
zation. John has been a long-time member of the
TMM board, and also has served as the treasurer for
the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance for years. His wife,
Jane, has served as a volunteer with both organiza-
tions.

TMM is one of the nation's oldest interfaith
organizations with a 71 year legacy of working on
interfaith matters in the Tulsa community. In addi-
tion to recognizing the work of John and Jane, they
also honored other individuals who had made special

contributions to interfaith efforts in Tulsa.

Bishop Edward Slattery, Catholic Diocese of
Tulsa, received the Russell Bennett Recognition.
This award was presented to Bishop Slattery in
recognition of his courageous leadership in opposi-
tion to OK House Bill 1804 and other anti-
immigration activities.

Reverend Jose-Maria Briones, St. Francis Xavier
Church, received the Don Newby/Ben Hill Recogni-
tion. This recognition is given to those who self-
lessly serve the poor and those in crisis.

Clark Inanish, Native American Spiritual Leader,
received the Interfaith Understanding Recognition.
This was present to Clark for his tireless efforts to
promote understanding and cooperation between
Tulsa's religion communities.
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For those of us trying to promote interfaith har-
mony and to guard the line between church and
state, Oklahoma can sometimes be a challenging,
or even discouraging, place to work. That is why I
was so grateful for the opportunity to attend the
Interfaith Alliance’s affiliate leadership conference
this April in Washington, DC. During three days
of meetings, I was able to step back and see our
mission in its larger context and to draw some en-
couragement from that new perspective.

I learned about the operations of the national office
and their initiatives to improve the Interfaith Alli-
ance brand, to enhance communications, and to
more effectively promote our agenda. I also ex-
changed stories and ideas with people from across
the nation, from Honolulu, Hawaii to Long Island,
New York. Some were just getting started, and
some had operations far in advance of our own.
But all were working, and often succeeding, at the
task of “protecting faith and freedom.” I was par-
ticularly interested to hear about accomplishments
in places like Iowa and Colorado, where paid staff
have facilitated a dramatic expansion of the reach
and vision of their chapters. Here in Tulsa, with
the hiring of our new Executive Director Ken Pat-
terson and the opening of our new offices at 71%
and Yale, I believe that we are poised to join these
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chapters and become a truly effective interfaith
voice in our community.

Through appointments arranged by the national
office, I also had the opportunity to visit with Sen.
Jim Inhofe and with Sen. Tom Coburn’s chief of
staff. Itold them about the vision and the work of
the Interfaith Alliance, and I let them know about
all of the Oklahomans who are concerned about a
political environment that disrespects religious mi-
norities and uses government as a tool for the pro-
motion of one faith tradition at the expense of all
others. We did not agree on every point, but I was
gratified by their willingness to listen to what I had
to say.

Perhaps the highlight of the trip for me was a visit
to the Jefferson Memorial. It was enormously in-
spiring to stand, alongside my fellow activists, in
that temple devoted to our country’s great cham-
pion of intellectual and religious freedom. Jeffer-
son devoted himself to opposing “all forms of tyr-
anny over the mind of man,” a struggle that is no
easier in 21* century Oklahoma than it was in 18"
century Virginia, but one that is still worth our
time and energy. I take courage from knowing
that we are all part of that great tradition, and I
hope that you do too.
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TIA 2008 Annual Report

“The mission of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance is
to cultivate interfaith dialogue in order to protect
religious and civil liberties from religious intoler-
ance. The core values of the Tulsa Interfaith
Alliance are 1) Religious liberty ii) Separation of
church and state, iii) promoting religious diversity
without fear of coercion/discrimination, and
1v) countering the misuse of religion for political
purposes.” This mission statement is the product
of many months of discussion on the part of the
TIA Board and the result of two strategic planning
retreats in which this organization sought to define
more clearly its purposes and reason for being.
While organizations often exist and function with
regard to vaguely held notions or via strong or
charismatic personal leadership, eventually every
group must clearly state to the world its charter, its
declaration of principles.

With this statement TIA hoisted its flag and
declared what we will be doing in Tulsa: “cultivate
interfaith dialogue in order to protect religious and
civil liberties from religious intolerance.”

It was certainly for this reason that the late
Russell Bennett and others some seventeen or
eighteen years ago formed TIA. The threat they
observed in our community that led to TIA’s birth
is as real now as it was then: religious intolerance
and bigotry and ignorance in high places, the use
of political power to infuse the public square and
public education with narrow religious notions, the
demonizing of whole groups of people to frighten
the populace and to aggrandize power to one po-
litical agenda; racism, nativism and all that threat-
ens liberal democratic society. In this fight, TIA
joins many other remarkable organizations in
Tulsa to mingle our voice with theirs in a great in-
terfaith effort to stem the tide of intolerance,
ignorance, fear and inhumanity in our community.

Toward that end in calendar year, 2007, TIA:

1. Co-sponsored with Tulsa Metropolitan
Ministries the ABC’s of advocacy work-
shop attended by 125 participants.

2. Co-sponsored with Wisdom University
“Celebrating Rumi: the 800th Anniversary”
by Andrew Harvey and Jim Garrison.

Co-sponsored with Wisdom University and
others “Sacred Activism and the Power of
Inclusion” on May 10 - 12 where there
were 750 registrants from several states in
attendance at all or some of the general ses-
sions and individual workshops.

Hosted a tribute on August 26 to the late
Rev. Dr. Russell Bennett, of Fellowship
Congregational Church, founder and
President of the Tulsa interfaith Alliance.
This tribute was at the Circle Cinema
Theater in Tulsa which sold out of the
viewing of the documentary “Sister Rose’s
Passion” celebrating the advance in the
Roman Catholic Communion during
Vatican II, realizing the universal responsi-
bility for the death of Jesus of Nazareth and
beginning of an effort to root out anti-
Semitism in that communion.

On October 6 the Interfaith Alliance joined
with several other groups to denounce
comments made by Oklahoma legislators
in connection with gifts of the Muslim
Qur’an. Keith McArtor made a formal
statement as TIA’s representative.

On November 11, TIA hosted a farewell to
Martin Belski at All Souls Unitarian
Church as Professor Belsky shared his
thoughts on the challenges to religious
freedom and the separation of church and
state.

Held two strategic planning retreats with
professional assistance from the Oklahoma
Center for Non-Profits.

Obtained donated office space from the
George Kaiser Family Foundation in a
commercial office building at 7020 South
Yale, Ste. 100 in Tulsa.

Engaged in dialogue with the Tulsa City
Council and Chaplain regarding prayers
offered at city council meetings. Toward
this end members of the Interfaith Alliance
appeared before the Tulsa City Council to
encourage the ending of the use of sectar-
ian prayers before city council meetings.



10. Provided a symposium on the civil rights
movement and the intersection of that
movement with religious faith in the
1960’s.

11. Criticized comments from Oklahoma
House of Representative member Sally
Kern on discriminatory statements that she
made with regard to gays and lesbians.

12. Issued a statement on and successfully
fought the passage of an education bill in
the legislature that was in fact an effort to
teach creationism in the public schools as
well as introduce other sectarian religions
ideas into the public schools.

13. Received appointments for the Mayor’s
Police and Community Coalition for two
members of the Interfaith Alliance Board.

14. Adopted a new mission statement, recited
above and

15. Recently hired the first executive director
of the Interfaith Alliance, Kenneth
Patterson.

And I’'m sure I’ve missed some, but despite
new leadership, a voluntary board, and limited
funds TIA has been a courageous voice, like exiles
in a foreign land, bearing witness to ideas as old as
the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution of the United States, but more
relevant today than they were when they were
penned for the first time.

I cannot fail to mention as well the hiring of
Barbara Santee as part-time Administrative
Secretary. Barbara has brought years of
experience and great intelligence in helping to
organize our efforts.

Barbara we can’t thank you enough.

As we look to the next year we are hopeful and
optimistic that even greater opportunities will
present themselves for TIA to continue to
“cultivate interfaith dialogue in order to protect
religious and civil liberties from religious
intolerance.”

Keith O. McArtor, TIA President

TIA Co-sponsors Program
for Guantanamo Chaplain

: TIA co-sponsored the appearance of James

| Yee at TU on June 6th. Chaplain Yee is a

I former US Army officer and graduate of West
| Point who served as the Muslim Chaplain for

: the U.S. prison camp in Guantanamo Bay,

: Cuba that would become controversial for its
| treatment of detainees designated as “enemy
: combatants” by the U.S. government. While
: ministering to prisoners at Guantanamo Bay,

| Captain Yee advised camp commanders on

: detainee religious practices and objected to the

: cruel and degrading abuses to which the
| prisoners were subjected.
|

: After being officially recognized twice for
| joutstanding performance, Captain Yee was

I arrested and imprisoned in a Naval brig for 76

| days in September 2003 while being falsely

laccused of spying, espionage, and aiding the
lalleged Taliban and Al-Qaeda prisoners. He
: was held in solitary confinement and subjected

: to the same sensory deprivation techniques
I that were being used against Guantanamo

| prisoners and those declared as enemy

| combatants.

:After months of government investigation, all

| criminal charges were dropped. With his
: record wiped clean, Chaplain Yee was

I reinstated to full duty at Fort Lewis, Washing-
Iton. He tendered his resignation from the U.S.
| Army and received an Honorable Discharge on

| January 7, 2005. Upon separation he was

lawarded with a second Army Commendation
| medal for “exceptionally meritorious service.

|
' | Chaplain Yee’s gripping account of his

I Guantanamo experience and struggle for
Justlce has been recently published and is
entitled For God And Country: Faith and

|Patr|0t|sm Under Fire. The Washington Pas

-

| | called it “required reading for all U.S. officials | |

' Waglng war on Islamist terrorists.” For this

I work, Yee received the Exceptional Communi-

: cator Award from New America Media in
| January 2006



News from National

Below is a letter from Dr. Welton Gaddy, President of the National Office of the Interfaith Alliance,
wherein he summarizes the exciting changes taking place at the national level. To see the new logo in full
color, you may go to the national website at: http://www.tialliance.org/.

New Identity - In this changing political climate,
we have taken a careful look at how we represent
ourselves in the world and have re-branded to
more closely match our day-to-day work— protect-
ing faith and freedom. So we’ve sharpened our
message and our image to better reflect this mis-
sion.

Our new logo is the most apparent, but by no
means the only aspect of our new identity. In this
changing political climate, we’ve taken a careful
look at how we represent ourselves in the world
and have re-branded to align ourselves more
closely with our day-to-day work— protecting faith
and freedom. So we’ve sharpened our message
and our image to better reflect this mission.

Protecting Faith and Freedom- The Interfaith
Alliance is equally committed to protecting the
integrity of both religion and democracy in Amer-
ica. We champion religious freedom by respecting
individual rights, promoting policies that protect
both religion and democracy and uniting diverse
voices to challenge extremism and build common
ground.

New Circle Mosaic Logo
The circle mosaic logo was introduced
in May of 2008 as a way to better visu-
; ' ally represent the vibrant community
and cultural differences that make the
Interfaith Alliance what it is. The cir-
cle is a universal symbol of unity. The mosaic
speaks to our desire to bring people from diverse
backgrounds together to protect religious liberty
and the boundaries between religion and govern-
A Note on the old

ment.
Interfaith Alliance Flame Logo ‘s

As we make this transition to our new identity, it is
likely that you will continue to see the old Inter-
faith Alliance flame on some materials. In effort to
be both environmentally and fiscally responsible,
we will use up our stock of printed materials be-
fore printing new ones with the mosaic circle.
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We stand for faith and freedom.

Our new logo is the most apparent, but by no
means the only aspect or our new identity. In our
changing political climate, we’ve taken a careful
look at how we represent ourselves in the world
and have tailored our identity to more closely re-
flect out day-to-day work — protecting faith and
freedom. We’ve sharpened our message and re-
fined our image to better reflect our mission.

Respecting individual rights We respect the in-
herent rights of all individuals — as well as their
differences.

Protecting boundaries We promote policies that
protect vital boundaries between religion and gov-
ernment.

Uniting diverse voices We unite diverse voices to
challenge extremism and build common ground.

Today we invite you to visit the new Interfaith
Alliance website at http://www.tialliance.org/.

Our online home offers more ways for you to
share your stories and see what’s happening across
the country. We’re expanding our presence on
websites like YouTube. And for the first time, you
can be a fan of the Interfaith Alliance — on Face-
book at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Interfaith
-Alliance/10725413603!

What has not changed is our commitment to
tackling the very real issues at the forefront of
public debate about religion and politics- pass-
ing stronger Hate Crimes legislation, ending gov-
ernment-funded religion through the faith-based
initiative, and promoting academic and scientific
integrity, just to name a few.

And, we hope we can count on you to help us face
these challenges. Visit us online today, and find
out more about what we are working on — and

please, tell your friends. j

Take care,

Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy
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Election Year Guide for Churches

We get lots of questions about what churches
can and can't do when it comes to talking about
policy issues, inviting candidates to forums, or
participating in voter registration and Election
Day activities. The Interfaith Alliance has a great
easy to understand resource to help churches be
involved in a non-partisan way and not get in
trouble with the IRS.

Religion and Politics:
A Guide for Houses of Worship.

For more information about faith and
elections check out

http://www.faithfuldemocracy.org/.

Religion and Palitics:
A Guide For Political Candidates

This resource helps political candidates
understand the importance of:
Reaching out to religion for personal strength
Respecting all religions publicly
Not using religion for partisan political
purposes

To request a copy of this publication,
email:
asclater@interfaithalliance.org
(include your name, mailing address
and the name of the publication)

One Nation, Many Faiths.

VXTE 2008

Governor Vetoes
“Religious Viewpoints

Gov. Brad Henry on Friday vetoed a controversial
measure to protect religion in schools.

Henry vetoed House Bill 2633, called the “Religious
Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act,” by Sen. James A.
Williamson, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Sally Kern, R-Oklahoma
City.

The bill states that “students may express their be-
liefs about religion in homework, artwork and other
written and oral assignments free from discrimination
based on the religious content of their submissions.
Homework and classroom assignments shall be judged
by ordinary academic standards of substance and rele-
vance and against other legitimate pedagogical concerns
identified by the school district. Students shall not be
penalized or rewarded on account of the religious con-
tent of their work.”

Henry said students are already allowed to express
their faith through voluntary prayer and other activities.
He said the legislation was well-intended, but vague and
“may trigger a number of unintended consequences that
actually impede rather than enhance such expression.”

Schools could be forced to provide equal time to
fringe groups that masquerade as religions and
advocate behaviors such as hate speech.

“Additionally, this bill would presumably require
school officials to determine what constitutes legitimate
religious expression, subjecting them to an
explosion of costly and protracted litigation that would
have to be defended at the taxpayers’
expense,” Henry said.

VIDEO ON FIRST FREEDOM AVAILABLE

Americans United for the Separation of Church
and State has a new video called “Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Separation of
Church and State...But Were Afraid to Ask!” which
is a lively, information and entertaining celebration
of individual freedom. It includes some citizens
who have boldly taken public stands to protect the
separation of church and state such as Peter Coyote,
a celebrated Hollywood actor and filmmaker, who
emcees the program. It is co-hosted by Rev. Barry
W. Lynn, Americans United, Executive Director and
Rev. Dr. Welton Gaddy, The Interfaith Alliance
Foundation, President. The video includes perform-

ances by special guests, the Bacon Brothers, singer
Catie Curtis, singer/satirist Roy Zimmerman. Other
celebrity guests include Michael J. Fox (“Family
Ties" and “Spin City”), Jack Klugman (“The Odd
Couple” and “Quincy, M.E."), James Whitmore
(“the Shawshank Redemption”), Wendie Malick
(“Just Shoot Me!”), Dan Lauria (“The Wonder
Years”), Catherine Dent (“The Shield”’) and stand-up
comedian and Air America host, Marc Maron. We
recommend this almost 2-hour video DVD. It is
available for $15 on a secure order form through the
web site for Americans United for Separation of
Church and State: www.au.org.
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The Mission
of the
Tulsa

Interfaith
Alliance
1S to
cultivate
interfaith
dialogue
in order
to protect
religious
and
civil liberties
from
religious
intolerance

Core Values:

. Religious Liberty
« Separation
of Church
and state
. Promote
Religious
Diversity
without fear
of coercion
or discrimination
. Counter
the misuse
of religion
for political

PLEASE JOIN US!

Name

Address

email

Home Phone

Work Phone

fax

Congregation or Faith Group (Optional)

Membership Categories are

Student $15 Sponsor $500-999
Concerned $25-99 Benefactor $1,000-2,499
Supporter $100-499 Sustaining $2,500-4,999

Patron $5,000+

Committees are

Membership Development
Resources—fund raising & finance
Public Education

Program Development—forums, etc.
Media

Legal

Rapid response/monitoring extremism
Assisting with routine office tasks.

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. is an Oklahoma not for profit corporation and has received

Internal Revenue Service income tax exemption under code section 501(c)(3). Membership dues are
tax deductible. Membership in Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. consists of those serving on the Board of
Directors or Advisory Board and all others who contribute financial support.
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The Interfaith Alliance is a non-partisan, grassroots
organization dedicated to promoting the positive, healing
role of faith in civic life and challenging intolerance and
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Bill Griffin is our web master. Check us out at
www.tulsainterfaith.org.
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To a nation bent on violence, anyone who
claims to be speaking for God’s kingdom
and who advocates non-violent means as the
H way to it is making a very deep and
dangerous political statement. —-N.T. Wright
From “The New Testament and the State”
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Barbara Santee, Adm. Secretary
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Rev. Michael J. Barron
Brian Cross
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Rev. Guy Langston
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