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 The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance is very pleased to announce 

that we have hired our first executive director, Kenneth Pat-

terson.  Kenneth grew up in Joplin and received his BA and 

JD from the University of Arkansas.  He worked for ten years 

as the program director for the International Catholic Migra-

tion Commission in Europe.  In that capacity, he worked in a 

number of countries: Albania, Ecuador, Switzerland, Croatia 

and Columbia, and he has traveled extensively working on 

projects to help refugees and displaced person to reintegrate 

into their communities.  After returning to Oklahoma in 2006, 

he held the position as the director of Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving (MADD) in Tulsa, and he was the international pro-

curement advisor for Feed The Children in Oklahoma City.  

His work with international non-governmental agencies and 

government ministries often required interfaith dialogue to 

help with reintegration of refugees in their communities. 
 

 As TIA has matured, it has become apparent that in order 

to achieve our objectives, the work required of our volunteers 

has become more than we could expect of them.  With the ar-

rival of Ken and the opening our new office, the board be-

lieves we will be able to accomplish even more on the issues 

we care about. 

MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 
 

 We invite you to join the friends 

and Board Members of TIA to remem-

ber Russ Bennett's incredible contribu-

tions to our work on August 24th, but 

also to meet our new executive direc-

tor, Kenneth Patterson.  We are pleased 

to welcome Kenneth on board, and we 

believe it is extremely fitting to do that 

at this reception.  Russ didn't live to 

see the TIA hire our very first execu-

tive director, but we feel confident, he 

would be pleased that our organization 

has grown to the point that we are able 

to do that.  Please come to remember 

Russ and to welcome Kenneth as TIA 

transitions to a new stage in our devel-

opment. 
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trustee from 1987 to 1997 and was chairperson 

1995-1997.  He is a director emeritus of the Board 

of Directors at Christian Board of Publication, 

which he served as secretary, vice chairperson and 

chair of the Board. He has served on the boards of 

the National Benevolent Association, The Division 

of Higher Education, Culver Stockton College, and 

the Drury College School of Religion. 
 

 Steve is married to Dr. Myrna Jones, who  

recently retired after 13 years as director of  

admissions at Phillips Theological Seminary.  

Myrna is also an ordained minister of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  Steve has two sons 

and Myrna has a son and a daughter.  All are 

grown and have their own families.  Steve and 

Myrna have five grandchildren. 
 

 The TIA board feels extremely fortunate to 

have as its new leader a person with such pre-

eminent credentials and experience in the interfaith 

field. 

STEPHEN CRANFORD: NEW PRESIDENT OF TIA  

 Rev. Stephen Cranford has 

accepted the presidency of the 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance after the 

resignation of Rev. Keith O 

McArtor who left the position due 

to personal family obligations.  

Steve comes to TIA with a wealth 

of experience in the interfaith 

area.  He is a native of Arkansas.  

He graduated has a Bachelor of 

Arts degree from Millsaps  

College, Jackson, Mississippi, 

with a Bachelor of Arts and has 

Mississippi and Arkansas.  Fol-

lowing retirement, Steve served 

interim ministries with First 

Christian Church, Greeley CO, 

and Fellowship Congregational 

Church (UCC) in Tulsa.  He also 

served one year as interim re-

gional minister of the Christian 

Church in Kansas. 
 

 Steve is an emeritus trustee of 

the Board of Trustees of Phillips 

Theological Seminary.  He was a 

 

earned a Master of Divinity degree from Lexing-

ton Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky.  

Drury University conferred an honorary degree 

upon Steve, Doctor of Humane Letters, in l987.  

Phillips Theological Seminary conferred an honor-

ary Doctor of Divinity degree in 2008. 
 

 Steve retired in 2004 from his ministry as  

executive director of Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry, 

a 60 year old agency serving the Christian, Jewish, 

Muslim and Unitarian communities in metropoli-

tan Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Prior to being named to this 

post in July 2000, he served 14 years as regional 

minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) of Mid-America.  He came to that position 

following six years as senior minister of Douglass 

Boulevard Christian Church in Louisville,  

Kentucky.  Previously, he served three years as 

executive secretary of the Commission on Faith 

and Order of the World Council of Churches.  His 

congregational experience includes pastorates in 

Judie Suess Steps Down from TIA Board  
 

 The TIA Board wishes to thank Judie Suess, former First Vice 

President and Chair of the Program Committee, for her hard work 

in putting together interesting and relevant programs for TIA for a 

number of years.  Judie us a dedicated advocate for religious free-

dom, and has worked for years to guarantee that freedom for all 

Oklahomans and all Americans.  We will miss you, Judie, but we 

know you have a cell phone so look for a call when we need your 

expertise!  Thanks from all of us! 

Tommy Harwood McArtor Passes  
 

Former TIA board president, Keith O. 

McArtor, lost his father on June 19th.  

He was 71 and lived in Pryor.  Our 

condolences go to Keith and his family 

on their loss. 


