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FRIENDS OF TIA,  
The cost of mailing, printing, and materials has gone up like everything else in our  

economy.  We are enclosing a return envelope for your convenience in sending us your  

donation to defray these costs.  Membership in TIA has been a low $25 per year for a long 

time, and we've kept it low so those with limited incomes could also participate.  We hope 

you will fill out the information on the flap of the envelope and send us your check in an 

amount that is significant for you.  We are considering the possibility of going electronic 

with our newsletter, so if you would send  us your e-mail address, it will be added to that 

list.  Anything you can do to help us continue our work will be most appreciated.  And 

thank you for your past support. 

 Barry Lynn says there's a clear and proper line between advocating issues and stumping for candidates. 

Erik Stanley said that line amounts to an intolerable restraint on speech.  September 22,  2008. 

Do tax laws gag the clergy? 

 Federal tax law is, like the baby bear's porridge 

of fairy tale fame, "just right" when it comes to  

dealing with the rights of pastors to speak on  

important issues.  The Internal Revenue Code has, 

since 1954 (when Lyndon Johnson added a non-

controversial amendment on the topic to a tax over-

haul bill), made it clear that no nonprofits, religious 

or secular, may "endorse or oppose any candidate for 

public office."  It does not say that pastors, priests, 

rabbis or imams cannot applaud or denounce  

policies of the government at any level; it doesn't 

prohibit clergy specifically arguing that parishioners 

should support a named and numbered piece of  

legislation or an upcoming ballot initiative. It just 

says no help for candidates on the campaign trail 

with the resources or imprimatur of your church. 
 

Continued on page 2  ð->> 

The IRS is right  

to bar electioneering by churches  
Point: Barry W. Lynn 

 Barry, federal tax law is not like the proverbial 

"baby bear's porridge" that was "just right."  Rather, 

it is like the wolf in Little Red Riding Hood that  

disguises itself to devour Little Red.  You have tried 

to disguise the tax code as a nice way to keep 

churches in their proper place in society.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth, and, all too  

frequently, the tax code devours a pastor's right to 

speak freely to his congregation from his pulpit. 
 

 The Alliance Defense Fund's Pulpit Initiative is 

intended to restore the right of pastors to speak 

freely to their congregations.  The goal is not to turn 

churches into political action committees. Rather, 

the Pulpit Initiative is designed to restore freedom to 

the pulpit. Our republic thrived throughout history 

when church pulpits were free from government  

Continued on page 2  ð->> 

Clergy should be free  

to speak on any issue, candidates included  
Counterpoint: Erik Stanley 
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TIA CONTACT INFO  
 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance 

PO Box 35654 

Tulsa, OK 74153 
 

7020 S. Yale, #100 

Tulsa, OK 74136 
 

Phone: (918) 292-8457 

TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com 

Continued on page 3  ð->> 

 Most pastors obey the letter and the spirit of 

this law.  Indeed, even someone as powerfully  

engaged in social change as the Rev. Martin  

Luther King Jr. never endorsed a candidate from 

any pulpit in America.  He spoke with eloquence 

and passion of what needed to be done, but left the 

question of which candidates would actually do 

the right thing to other organizations in the com-

munity.  He held to the line of the law precisely. 
 

 Erik, I know you would like to have the law 

changed.  In October 1992, the Church at Pierce 

Creek took out a $44,000 advertisement in USA 

Today advocating that no one should vote for Bill 

Clinton for president.  The ad argued, complete 

with scriptural passage citations to "prove" the 

point, that Clinton would follow non-biblical  

public policies and was thus a "sinner." People 

who voted for a "sinner," it concluded, committed 

"sin" also. 
 

 I reported that church's tax violation to the  

Internal Revenue Service and eventually the 

church lost its tax-exempt status.  A federal trial 

court and an appeals court concurred that the 

church had engaged in illegal activity.  Those 

courts rejected the expected arguments that 

churches have some special "free speech" right to 

engage in partisan electioneering purely because of 

their religious status and dismissed several other 

mind-numbingly obtuse issues of statutory  

construction as well. 
 

 The church had actually formed again under  

another name in order to start soul-saving and 

fundraising.  (The church had only a handful of  

members, so there must have been one heck of a  

persuasive fundraising deacon to have $44,000 

dropped in the collection plate in the first place.)  

Ministries of both Pat Robertson and the late Jerry 

Falwell have also lost tax exemptions for brief  

periods because of their overtly partisan candidate-

thumping actions. 
 

 In recent surveys, about two-thirds of Ameri-

cans approve of the idea that pastors shouldn't  

endorse candidates, and indeed many believe that 

they shouldn't be able to even speak on issues from 

the pulpit (the latter restrictions would violate the 

1st Amendment, of course).  Many of those  
 

Barry W. Lynn Continued from page 1  ð->> 

restriction.  As historians have noted, pastors led the 

way in many of the issues our country grappled with in 

its history, including independence from Britain,  

ending child labor, promoting women's suffrage and 

ending slavery and segregation, to name a few. 
 

 And, Barry, it is not enough to point to all the 

things pastors are allowed to do to justify the one  

restriction on their free exercise of religion.  As an  

example, it did not soothe the black community to point 

to some of the drinking fountains, lunch counters and 

schools open to them when they were still prohibited 

by racial segregation laws from equal access to all  

facilities.  Nor does it placate pastors to remind them of 

all the things they can speak on, except for one issue. 
 

 The point is not whether pastors actually will speak 

on the issues of candidates and elections (and no one is 

forcing or telling them to speak about candidates or 

elections), but whether the government has the right to 

tell them they cannot under threat of losing their tax-

exempt status, which is not a gift but a right.  Barry, as 

an advocate of the "separation of church and state," it is 

incredibly ironic that you are opposing ADF's Pulpit 

Initiative and, in essence, arguing for continued  

government censorship and control over pastors'  

sermons.  The government has no business being in the 

pulpits of America. 
 

 The Church at Pierce Creek case is not even analo-

gous to the Pulpit Initiative.  The Pulpit Initiative is not 

about churches running full-page political ads in news-

papers.  Indeed, in that case, the church never asserted 

that placing the ad was part of its free exercise of  

religion.  In contrast, a pastor speaking from the pulpit 

to his congregation is the core" of the free exercise of 

Continued on page 3  ð->> 

Erik Stanley Continued from page 1  ð->> 
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 The Rev. Barry W. Lynn is executive director of 

Americans United for Separation of Church and State.  

He is an ordained minister in the United Church of 

Christ and a longtime civil liberties attorney. 

respondents have probably seen the damage that can 

be done when partisan efforts divide congregations 

and get in the way of spiritual renewal.  Please think 

about these ramifications as you plot your efforts to  

politicize American pulpits. 
 

 Perhaps you would also recall John F. Kennedy's 

famous statement in 1960 that he believed in an 

America "where the separation of church and state 

was absolute ... where no Catholic prelate would tell 

the president how to act ... and no Protestant clergy-

man would tell his congregation for whom to vote." 
 

 Amen to that, Erik. 

Barry W. Lynn ð->> Continued from page 2 

religion.  As you must know, no federal court has 

ever been confronted with a constitutional challenge 

to the government's restriction on what a pastor says 

from the pulpit.  The point of the Pulpit Initiative is 

to create a legal precedent that restores the right of 

pastors to speak freely from the pulpit without  

government censorship or control. 
 

 A pastor has a right to speak freely from his  

pulpit without government censorship or control 

over what he chooses to say.  It is the job of the  

pastor, not the IRS, to determine the content of his 

sermon.  That's something we can all say "amen" to. 

 Erik Stanley is senior legal counsel and head 

of the Pulpit Initiative for the Alliance Defense 

Fund, a legal alliance of Christian attorneys and 

like-minded organizations defending the right of 

people to freely live out their faith.  

Erik Stanley ð>> Continued from page 2 

 

Oklahomans for Equality 

(OkEq), with support from  

Oklahoma Center for Commu-

nity and Justice (OCCJ), Tulsa 

Interfaith Alliance (TIA), and the 

Say No to Hate Coalition, hosted 

a hate crime empowerment fo-

rum on August 19 at the Dennis 

R. Neill Equality Center.  The 

forum was in response to the 

vandalism directed at Robert 

Stotler, an openly gay resident of 

East Tulsa.  Attendees had an  

opportunity to voice their  

concerns about the overwhelm-

ing need to pass a bill that would 

make hate crimes against  

individuals based on sexual  

orientation and gender identity a 

felony punishable to the full  

extent of the law.  A panel of  

TIA CO -SPONSORS EMPOWERMENT FORUM 

experts, including, hate crime  

victim Robert Stotler, Bishop  

Carlton Pearson (New Dimensions 

Fellowship), Laura Belmonte, 

Ph.D. (OSU Professor), Lana 

Turner-Addison, Ph.D. (Director 

Tulsa Human Rights Dept.), 

Mana Tahaie (Say No to Hate 

Coalition,) David Bernstein, 

(Jewish Federation), State Repre-

sentative Mike Shelton, State 

Senator Judy Eason McIntyre, 

and many other community  

leaders were on hand to provide 

a meaningful dialogue and call to 

action. 
 

ñThe goal of the forum was to 

provide attendees with a working 

knowledge on how best to  

approach their legislators with 

the hopes of positively affecting 

change in Oklahoma,ò said 

Freddy Owens, Executive  

Director of Oklahomans for 

Equality. 

TIA board members,  

Martha Hardwick andRev. Paul Ashby. 

Paul moderated the panel. 

http://www.au.org/
http://www.telladf.org/church
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NONPARTISAN POLITICAL RESOURCES  
 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home 

This is the web page for the National League of Women 

Voters and focuses on national issues.  It has information 

on campaign finance reform, civil liberties, ethics and  

lobbying, etc. 
 

http://www.vote-smart.org/index.htm 

Project Vote Smart web page has a lot of valuable  

information including biographies for officeholders and 

candidates, campaign finances, issue positions, interest 

group ratings, voting records and public statements.   

Especially useful during campaigns.  
 

http://www.factcheck.org/ 

FactCheck is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, "consumer  

advocate" for voters that aims to reduce the level of  

deception and confusion in U.S. politics.  They monitor 

the factual accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political 

players in the form of TV ads, debates, speeches, inter-

views, and news releases.  Their goal is to apply the best 

practices of both journalism and scholarship, and to  

increase public knowledge and understanding. 
 

http://www.uselections.com/ 

U. S. Elections ï election results, candidates, campaign 

finance, reporting forms etc. 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials/ 

Just plug your zip in and it will give a list of all of your 

elected representatives at the state and federal levels.  

You can click on their names/photos to get a biography 

and contact information.  Your 9-digit zip will be most 

helpful. 
 

http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/welcome.jsp 

To find your 9-digit zip code, use this United States Post 

Office site.  
 

For a longer list of federal, state, county and city resources 

in e-mail form, including the above resources, contact 

TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com. 

Providing Medical Services  

According to One's Religion  
by Barbara Santee, Ph.D 

 

 The Guttmacher Institute is the leading  

research entity on  reproductive health in the 

world.  Below is a link to their web page that 

opposes a rule being proposed by the  

Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS).  The proposal would allow individu-

als and institutions under certain circumstances 

to refuse to provide reproductive services,  

explicitly abortions and sterilizations, to which 

they may object on religious or moral grounds. 
 

 This regulation is aimed at reproductive 

procedures, but its impact has the potential to 

be much broader than that.  Will emergency 

personnel refuse to transport a person to the 

hospital because he/she is gay?  Will Jehovah's 

Witnesses refuse to fill prescriptions for people 

who have had organ transplants or blood trans-

fusions?  Will an emergency room doctor  

refuse to help a woman who is suffering  

complications from an abortion?  And on and 

on. 
 

 We cannot have a patchwork quilt of  

medical services that depend on a provider's 

personal religious beliefs.  We have hundreds 

of religions in this country with literally  

thousands of different beliefs.  At a time of  

crisis, no one would know whether they would 

get appropriate services or services at all,  

depending on their provider's religion.  For  

example, Catholic hospitals give no emergency 

contraception for women who have been raped.  

They also do not perform abortions, steriliza-

tions (vasectomies or tubal ligations), give 

"artificial" birth control, and do not remove a 

woman's uterus unless it is dangerously  

diseased. 
 

 Please go to the link and read the very well 

thought-out and researched response.  This is a 

dangerous regulation for all Americans,  

regardless of their beliefs:   

http://www.guttmacher.org/media/

resources/2008/09/24/GuttmacherInstitute-re-

ConscienceRegulation.pdf. 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
http://www.vote-smart.org/index.htm
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.uselections.com/
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials/?lvl=L
http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/welcome.jsp
mailto:TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/resources/2008/09/24/GuttmacherInstitute-re-ConscienceRegulation.pdf
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/resources/2008/09/24/GuttmacherInstitute-re-ConscienceRegulation.pdf
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/resources/2008/09/24/GuttmacherInstitute-re-ConscienceRegulation.pdf


 Americans United for Separation of Church and 

State has asked the Internal Revenue Service to 

investigate an Oklahoma church whose pastor 

called for the election of Republican presidential 

candidate John McCain from the pulpit last  

Sunday. 
 

The Rev. Dan Fisher, pastor of Trinity Baptist 

Church in Yukon, Oklahoma, trumpeted his  

endorsement in a press release issued by his 

church.  The church release says, ñAfter  

comparing and contrasting the candidatesô views 

with the Bible, Pastor Fisher unabashedly  

proclaimed that he believes Christians cannot, in 

good faith, vote for Barack Obama and must cast 

their votes in favor of John McCain.ò 
 

The October 1 press release was disseminated by 

e-mail to news outlets in the state. 
 

The Oklahoma pulpit endorsement was  

conducted in conjunction with an organized  

Religious Right campaign to violate federal tax 

law. 
 

The Alliance Defense Fund (ADF), a Religious 

Right legal group in Scottsdale, Ariz., urged  

pastors to defy federal tax law by endorsing or 

opposing candidates during a so-called ñPulpit 

Freedom Sundayò on Sept. 28.  Under the IRS 

Code, churches and other 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

groups may not intervene in elections. 
 

Americans United says church intervention in 

partisan politics is illegal.  The church-state 

watchdog group filed a complaint with the IRS 

on October 2 about the Oklahoma churchôs  

action. 

 

Said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, Americans United 

executive director, ñTrinity Baptist is a church, 

not a political action committee.  Pastor Fisher 

has deliberately violated federal tax law, and his 

church ought to face appropriate penalties.  
 

ñThe Religious Right desperately wants to mold 

fundamentalist congregations into a partisan  

juggernaut that controls all elections and  

ultimately the government itself,ò Lynn  

continued.  ñThatôs a frightening prospect in a 

pluralistic nation that safeguards freedom of  

conscience for persons of all faiths and none.ò  
 

This is the seventh church that Americans United 

has reported to the IRS for endorsing candidates 

as part of the ADF scheme.  
 

Federal tax law states that non-profit groups 

holding 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status may not  

intervene in partisan politics by endorsing or  

opposing candidates for public office.  The IRS 

has stated that it is cracking down on violations 

of the law. 
 

Americans United sponsors Project Fair, a  

program that educates religious leaders about 

federal tax law governing political activity.  As 

part of the program, flagrant electioneering  

violations by religious groups are reported to the 

IRS. 
 

Americans United is a religious liberty watchdog 
group based in Washington, D.C. Founded in 1947, 
the organization educates Americans about the im-
portance of church-state separation in safeguarding 
religious freedom.  

Source:  

http:www.au.orgsitemews2abbr=pr&page=NewsArticle&id=10077&security=1002&news_iv_ctrl=1

241&JServSessionIdr001=s7b7hxae73.app1b 

Americans United Asks IRS To Investigate Oklahoma Church That Endorsed McCain  
Friday, October 3, 2008  

 

Pastor's Pulpit Endorsement Of Presidential Candidate Violates Federal Tax Law,  

Says Church-State Watchdog Group 
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GIDEONS DISTRIBUTE BIBLES IN OKLAHOMA SCHOOLS  
by Karl Sniderman, TIA Board Member 

school, on public property and hand out Bibles to 

students as they passed by. 
 

 A meeting was set for Monday, September 15 

between Doug Mann, the new TPS Superintendent 

Keith Ballard, several TPS Board of Education 

members, and representatives from all of the Tulsa 

interfaith organizations.  The meeting was very 

amicable.  It was re-stated by Mann that the guide-

lines were in place, that the Gideons were going to 

distribute Bibles outside of the schools.  Interfaith 

representatives felt the situation had been resolved. 
 

 Unfortunately, on September 18, TIA received a 

phone call from a parent of a 6th grade Owasso  

student.  The student had told him that he had been 

given a Bible by a Gideon in the school cafeteria.  

(Owasso Public Schools are not a part of the Tulsa 

Public School system.) 
 

 On September 19, TIA learned that Mann, who 

had advised the TPS on their policy, had given the 

same advice to the Owasso School system.  We  

further learned that the Owasso school principal 

told the student's father that anyone who wanted to 

was always welcome to come into the school and 

distribute information or literature.  TIA representa-

tives and others are still checking the details on this. 
 

 What we have learned from this incident is that 

there is a continuing challenge to the separation of 

church and state. And there is a very large and  

active coalition of groups in Tulsa that are ready to 

respond rapidly to protect that separation. 

 On September 12, TIA was informed that the 

Gideons were planning to distribute Bibles in Tulsa 

Public Schools (TPS) on September 15, 16, 17.  

The Tulsa community of interfaith organizations 

was notified.  In addition to the TIA, this group in-

cluded the Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry,  

Oklahoma Committee for Community and Justice, 

the Jewish Federation of Tulsa, CAIR, the Tulsa 

Islamic Society, and an independent Civil Rights 

Lawyer in Tulsa.  The Legal Director of ACLU of 

Oklahoma was also contacted. 
 

 On September 13th, the group met with Doug 

Mann, the attorney for the TPS.  Mann outlined the 

strict guidelines that had been given to the Gideons 

for the intended distribution.  He said a table would 

be provided in a hallway on which the Bibles were 

to be placed.  They were to be put there before 

school started for the day, and the Gideons were not 

allowed to be in the school during the school day.  

There was to be no mention, discussion, encourage-

ment, coercion by any school faculty with regard to 

taking or not taking a Bible.  Mann said this was 

not a "Gideons only" policy, but is the standard  

policy regarding requests for distribution of  

materials by any group, such as the Boy or Girl 

Scouts.  Mann said the Gideons were not happy 

with that policy because their intention was to  

interface directly with each student and get him/her 

to sign a page in the Bible that says they accept 

Christ.  Because of these restrictions, the Gideons 

said they would not leave the Bibles on a table 

within the school, but would stand outside the 

 Dr. Barbara Santee was honored by the Islamic Society of Tulsa on Au-

gust 16th for her contribution in aiding Tulsa Muslims, promoting civil 

rights, and contributing to a stronger, better educated Tulsa community.  Dr. 

Santee was a founding member of TIA, and until recently, a board member.  

She is now the editor of the TIA newsletter and administrative secretary. 

(At left, Allison Miller, TIA board member, who presented the award.) 

Islamic Society of Tulsa Recognizes Interfaith Leaders  
 

TIA MEMBER RECOGNIZED FOR INTERFAITH WORK  
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Statement of Rev. Welton Gaddy  

on the Distribution of the Anti -Muslim Film "Obsession" in Newspapers  
September 17, 2008 

Washington, DC - the Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, President of the Interfaith Alliance, released the following 

statement today in response to the distribution of the anti-Muslim film,  "Obsession" in newspapers across 

the country: 

 

ñThe Interfaith Alliance is profoundly disturbed to hear that 28 million copies of the three-year old film, 

"Obsession" are being distributed via special advertising inserts into newspapers through September.  The 

film's targeted distribution is focused on presidential battleground states, and the sponsor, the Clarion Fund, 

a non-profit 501(c)(3), offers no public information on their sources of funding, board of directors, or mem-

bership. 

 

"We firmly believe that everyone has a right to an opinion.  But when a cynical attempt is made to  

influence our nation's presidential election by stoking fear of one religious group, we believe the media, 

along with public officials such as the Federal Election Commission, must establish who is trying to  

influence our politics through religious bigotry.  And, if these individuals are indeed propagating  

Islamophobia to influence our election, we should establish this well before, not after, the election.ò 

transpired was unexpected and powerful, and was 

captured by an 18 person, 5 camera film crew.  

The Wakan Foundation for the Arts took its 18 

person crew to India and shot more than 140 hours 

of video footage during the week-long meeting 

and exploration of the future of mankind-- enough 

gripping and beautiful footage to make a powerful 

and cinematic documentary.  The resulting feature-

length documentary, ñDalai Lama Renaissance,ò 

has already won dozens of international awards.  

ñDalai Lama Renaissanceò is narrated by actor 

Harrison Ford, and will be shown at the  

Circle Cinema in Tulsa in the fall of 2008. 

 TIA is co-sponsoring a beautiful documentary 

about the Dalai Lama of Tibet and his journey in a 

very difficult time in history.  This documentary 

has won dozens of awards.  (go to:  

http://www.dalailamafilm.com/ for a complete list 

of honors). 
 

 At the edge of the Millennium, The Dalai 

Lama invited 40 of the Westôs leading, most  

innovative thinkers in their respective fields to his 

residence tucked away in the Himalayan  

mountains of Northern India to discuss the worldôs 

problems and how we can solve them.  What  

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance Co -Sponsors Film on Dalai Lama 
 

http://www.dalailamafilm.com/
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The Interfaith Alliance  
 

Founded in 1994, The Interfaith Alliance (TIA) has grown into a national grassroots organization  

of 150,000+ individuals of faith and goodwill drawn from more than 75 different religious traditions  

or beliefs with a cyber-network of 10,000 activists and 75 local activist groups. Dedicated to  

promoting mutual respect, cooperation and civility, TIA strives to promote religion as a positive  

and healing force in the life of the nation. 

Rev. Carlton Pearson,  

Rita Moskowitz (TIA board member), 

Nancy Day (executive director of OCCJ), 

Rev. Stephen Cranford (TIA President). 

RECEPTION PICTURES FROM THE RUSSELL BENNETT MEMORIAL FILM RECEPTION 

Kenneth Patterson (TIA Executive Director) 

Renee Vendetti,  

Rev. Keith O. McArtor  

(former TIA president and current board member) 

Barbara Santee (TIA Administrative Secretary),  

Lonnie Snyder (TIA Volunteer), Nancy Bennett, and  

Janet Storts (former TIA Administrative Secretary) 

Jane Osborne and Myrna Jones(TIA Volunteers) 


