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MESSAGE FROM Tl A6s NEW PRESI DENT

people of diverse backgrounds to prevent one group

Itis with a great deal of from imposing its own religious views on others.

joy, but also a deep sense of

humility, that | take on the job This experience with TIA was one of ma&ny

of president of the Tulsa serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in the predomi-
| Interfaith Alliance. This is a nantly Muslim country of Sénégal, teaching science
time of both challenge and op- in a private Jewish school in Connecticut, serving as
portunity for our organization, the adult education coordinator for a diverse

and | look forward to working ~ Unitarian congregation here in Tuséhat have
with TI AOG6s b o a rbidughtime tdgetheein commos cause with

its members, and its allies to adherents of belief systems very different from my

meet these challenges and to realize the visionof o wn . Al'l of these Ainter
inclusion and tolerance that motivated those who  me to confront seemingly unbridgeable differences
founded TIA over 15 years ago. and then to recognize the common humanity and the

, . . common desire for respect that transcend those
Some might consider the journey that has led me jyitferences.

to this position rather improbable. By inclination

and training, | am a scientifically minded person. | And it is this recognition, coming to each of us
have a bachel or 6s degr e eanomnewaysdwoaadtherghat sérvepanthe fbuadation
University of Okl ahoma a&arfd Td Ardas tmaorkétd gaandithe ling& of A
environmental science from Oklahoma State separation between church and state and to protect
University. | have taught in the life sciences at a the rights of religious minorities. It works to create
number of institutions, including Tulsa Community an environment where our common humanity is
College. And although raised in the Christian respected, one where people of all belief systems,
Church (Disciples of Christ), | now count myself whether religious or notan flourish.

among the ranks of the humanists and agnostics. _ L _ )
With this vision in mind one of diversity

So how did a good humanist like me get honored and differences bridgedt is not improb-
involved with an interfaith organization like TIA? able at all that a humanist like me has been caught
Oddly enough, it was my interest in science that first up with TIA and its diversity of faiths. Since 2005,
sparked this involvement. | first encountered TIA in this vision has led me to become ever more involved
the summer of 2005 as | searched for individuals andwvith TIA, joining the board and working on a
organizations willing to speak out against a proposal number of campaigns and public forums. And itis
to incorporate creationism into a science exhibit at  with this vision in mind that | now look forward to
the Tulsa Zoo. To my delight, no organizationtook ser vi ng as Tl Ads presiden
up the cause with more enthusiasm or more Tl AO s OJaeygeeythidgarom establishing inter-
effectiveness than TIA. Under the leadership of the faith clubs in area high schools to the passage of
| ate Rev. Russell B e n n e thate crinfe$ Iég&lation. bhope that yog tod walltkde r
guiding spirit, TIA joined with others in the that vision and all that it inspires in mind, and that
community to form the coalition that eventually put y ou wi | | continue to | end
an end to the creationism exhibit. In this fight, TIA important work.

did what it has always done bédbring together ,
Brian Cross



Russell Bennett Commemoration, Set for August 30™

TIA will host the 3? Annual Russell Bennett Commemoration Film and
Award Ceremony on August 8pat Circle Cinema. The event begins at
. 4: 00 p. m. and wi | | feature the fiil m,
at how deeply religious faith shapes'2entury politics.

_

We had a great turnout last year and hope for the same this year! Tulsans,
as well as our friends from out of town, remembered the life and legacy of:
Reverend Bennett. TIA is excited to caamwy his vision for promoting a
diverse and welcoming Tulsa!

You dondét need to RSVP to us regarding your: at
you might have at (918) 292457.

We look forward to seeing you there!

The Jubilee USA Network  will conduct a one day
workshop and advocacy training session on international
debt relief as a tool to fight global poverty. The event will
be heldOctober 24 at Oklahoma City University. For
information about the workshop and to register, visit
www.jubileeusa.org/conference.

Earl bird registration deadline is September 15.

|
i on Air America

| Religion and Radio
: Done Differently

l - Saturdays 9-10am -
I - Sundays 6-7pm -

|
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Walter Cronkite
1916 ~ 2009

Interfaith Alliance Mourns the
Passing of Its Honorary Chair

Interfaith Alliance Mourns the Passing of its Honorary Chair Walter Cronkit&9162009

Washington, D.C. T Interfaith Alliance President, as we know it . 0 Mour nin
Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy expressed hisdeep Reverend Gaddy comment ed
sorrow on the passing of Walter Cronkite, the true patriot and an exemplary citizen. The news
organi zationds honor ar medialhaalost a commifted.trefler who k i t € h ¢
been affiliated with Interfaith Alliance since 1997. epitomized journalistic responsibility. Interfaith
Mr. Cronkite told Rev. Gaddy at their first meetingAlliance has lost a proud supporter and respected
that Anothing | ess i s HadnorasytChaknean of the Bodwre | hawedokt and f  t
Interfaith Alliance then the existence of democracy ns pi ri ng hero and a dear

-
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http://www.jubileeusa.org/conference.

AnCOMMUNI TY CONVERSATI ONS ON THE SEPARTAI ON OF
ATHE TEN COMMANDMENTS AT THE STATE CAP

On April 23° TIA held a public forum to debate HB and state. They also noted that its effect would be to
1330 by Rep. Mike Ritze Broken Arrow), a bill extend an fiunwel come mat o
authorizing a privately funded Ten Commandments faiths.

monument on the grounds of the state capitol in . .
Oklahoma City. Panelists debated both the purpos '€ panel consisted of Chuck Thornton, legal director
and the constitutionality of the monument. of the American Civil Liberties Union in Oklahoma,;

Leah Farish, affiliate lawyer with the Rutherford In-
Proponents argued that the monument was a reasc stitute; State Representative Jeannie McDaniel (D
able attempt to acknowledge an important influence Tulsa); Rev. Paul Ashby, TIA board member and
in Oklahoma history and also a useful reminder tha senior minister of Fellowship Congregational Church;
everyone is responsible to a higher law than that and Dr. Tom Gray, cpastor of Kirk of the Hills
which is enacted by the Oklahoma legislature. Presbyterian Church. Former Tulsa Mayor Rodger
Randle moderated the panel discussion as well as the

Opponents of the bill Cjyelyquestion and answer session that followed. The N
clear purpose was to advance religion, making it ar ¢5rm was held at All Souls Unitarian Church in
unconstitutional violation of the separation of churc 1,sa.

(Note: HB 1330 passed both house of the Oklahoma legislature and was signed into law on May 18, 2009, by Gov. Brad Henry.)

Rev. Marlin Lavanhar, senior minister of All Souls Unitarian Church, speaks as a
panelist at the forum entitled, fASacrled Ce

SACRED CEREMONIES/SECULAR CEREMONIES

On May 2%, TIA held a second public forum, this  special and legitimate role to play in such ceremo-
time focusing on religious expression in government nies. A third point of view held that religion could
-sponsored ceremonies. A panel of civic leaders at- play a part in some, but not all

tempted to the answer the question of what role, if ceremonies, depending on the context and the degree
any, religion should play in events such as the dedi- of inclusiveness.

cation of public buildings, high school graduation . .
ceremonies, and city council meetings. Particular 1€ panel consisted of Greg Bledsoe, progressive

attention was focused o nawyerapdagiyss Peirdrg Dexter, fulsa Gitk Atg m o
that marked the opening of the BOK Center in Au- torney; conservative lawyer Michael J. King; Rev.
gust, 2008. Diverse viewpoints were expressed in Marlin Lavanhar, senior minister of All Souls Uni-

the forum with some arguing against the inclusion of t&rian Church; and Matt Livingood of the Tulsa
any religious expression unless all points of view, ~>chool Board. Former KOTV news anchor Clayton

including nonreligious perspectives, receive equal  Yaughn served as moderator. The forum was held
treatment, while others contended that religion has a”ll Souls Unitarian Church.
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TIA HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER ON APRIL 27 T

BILL SHERMAN, TULSA WORLD RELIGION EDITOR,
HONORED AT TIA ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER

Rev. Steve Cranford presented Bill Sherman the Russell Ber

held at the All Souls Unitarian Church on April"27TIA chose Mr.
Sherman for the award, which is named after the founder of the

covering the wide spectrum of area religious communities. Mr.

religion editor since 2000. In presenting the award Rev. Steve
Cr nford ﬂ?oted APeopl e of f @

plrltual Journeys "if ethought they would be misinterpreted ofr
inappropriately reported. Bill Sherman has gained the trust if all
faith communities. O

Tul sa Worl dos
accepts the Russell Bennett
Faith and Courage Award.

DR. CHARLES KIMBALL, AUTHOR OF WHEN RELIGION BECOMES EVIL, KEYNOTE SPEAK

Dr. Kimball is the Presidential Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Oklah
He spoke of the importance of dialogue and understanding amongst people of different faiths as a v

means for avoiding violence and exclusi on.
way or the highwayo attitude. He went on to
i mportance of educating students about all o

Former TIA President Steve Cranford thanks Dr. Kimball for an enlightening
and exciting speech at TI Ab6s ann

Faith and Courage Award during TIAs Annual Meeting and Dinnfer

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, as recognition for his excellent journaligm

Sherman joined the Tulsa World since 1983 and has served as Its
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Tulsa Interfaith Alliance TIA WELCOMES
Board of Directors NEW BOARD MEMBERS
. New TIA Officers
President The TIA Board is proud to announce four Elected
Brian Cross new members all of whom will increase our ecte
Ist Vice. President capacity to respond to the priority issues of di- | its May Board
Rev. Carmen White Janak verse religious communities in Tulsa! Each OfMeeting TIA elected new
2nd Vice Presidgnt our new members brings a wealth of experi- e o t,hat will serve for
Yasmeen Zaid ence, skills, and commitment to interfaith dia- .
. the 20092010 term:
Secretary logue and understanding.
Nick Doctor President: Brian Cross,
Rev. Paul Ashb Kamil Celik is an engineer in Tulsa. Heis  who served as Board
Reevv. AIZrl: Basrrov)\// the Director for the Institute of Interfaith Secretary for the 2008
' Dial in Tulsa.

Dr. Darryl DeBorde lalogue in Tulsa 2009 term

Clark _Inkanish Annie Murrell, MS, LPC, is a therapistin  First VP: Carmen White
Kamil Celik private practice. She participates in Janak, who continues in
Rev. Sharyn CropbWillis personal and community practices this position for the

Rev. Steve Cranford supportive of Buddhist, Christian, and term
Sally J. Kelley Native American traditions.

Rev. Guy Langston Second VP: Yasmeen

Rev. Mary McAnally _Srkr]]arén _Qozbﬁ/-_vv_illisci:sh thehn"(l::r)l_iste_zrlof Inf Zaid

Rita J. Moskowitz e Spirit Christian Churc isciples o o

Jackie Roemer Christ). She holds a Master of Divinity Secretary: Nick Doctor

Karl Sniderman degree from Phillips Theological Seminary Thank you to Dr
Staff gr;qoier};\/g;raes a hospice chaplain for Darryl DeBorde for his
24 J ' service as® VP in the

Executive. Director Yasmeen Zaid is a member of the Islamic 20082009 term. Thank you

Kenneth Patterson, Society of Tulsa. A graduate of the to John Osborne, who i

Newsletter Editor University of Oklahoma, she taught served as TI AO0s

Kenneth Patterson conversational English last year to the ~ for nine years!

Newsletter Layout children at Nilufer Middle School in Bursa, .
Lonnie Snyder Turkey. We greatly appreciate
Web Master the work of our outgoing

Bill Griffin TIA welcomes our four new members and EX€cutive Committee:
www.tulsainterfaith.org. = we look forward to working with you for a Rev. Steve Cranford,
better Tulsa. President,
Dr. Darryl DeBorde,
2"VP,
TIA Thanks Outgoing Board Members for Their Commitment! John Osborne,
Treasurer,

As we welcome our new board members, we want to send a special thank Arlene Johnson, and
you to our members that are leaving TIA as their terms have expired. Even Keith McArtor,

though they each lead very busy lives, they each committed their time and former TIA
effort to ensure TIlIAO®Gs continued: succes Bresident.
Thank you!
Martha Hardwick Arlene Johnson Jim Derby
Allison Moore Mel Bailey John Osborne
Mike Barron Keith McArtor
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TIA to Launch New Website in September
We are happy to announce that TIA will Perhaps most exciting, TIA members can

soon introduce a new website that will be a log in to contribute to our blog and can then

highly visible and interactive venue for our  share thoughts and ideas on critical interfaith
members and the public. From breaking issues with interested bloggers in Tulsa and

national and international news stories that  beyond.

impact our mission, to local issues that

directly impact our community, the site will Of course, the new webs
offer upto-date information, informational €€, and your gift toward this important

resources and documentation, and announceProject is very weicome! If you would like

ments and calendars of TIA programs. Links to contribute to the development of our Web-

to media programs, like National Aliance @~ S! t e, please note this in
President Rev. Wel t offYeuchesk rgaded jp SIA PO BOX, ¢
Beliefo radio progr amo0o4Tulsa,QK 7415655 ljypuypuld g
stories and interviews focused on Church andPefer to donate online, go to the current

State issues, will make the site a great website www.tulsainterfaith.oryyand click

resource for the very latest news and events (he blue PayPal button, which indicates that

impacting and influencing our mission. your funds will be used f
development.

If you have any questions, contact Ken Patterson at (9183292 Thank you!!


http://www.tulsainterfaith.org

