
December, 2007                                               The Newsletter of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance                                Volume XII, Issue 2 

THE TULSA INTERFAITH ALLIANCESAYS FAREWELL TO MARTIN BELSKY 

 Marty is a University of Tulsa professor and 

former law school dean, and recently was named 

dean of the University of Akron School of Law in 

Ohio, starting in January.  He was the dean at TU 

for nine years and also served as the dean of  

Albany Law School. 
 

 We wish Marty and his wife, Kathleen Waits, 

the best of luck in this new stage of their lives.  

We'll miss both of them. 

 TIA invited the interfaith community to join us 

in saying farewell to Martin Belsky. on Sunday, 

November 11, at All Souls Unitarian Church.  

There were many Tulsans who came to say good-

by and to thank ―Marty‖ for all he has done for 

Tulsa.  Marty shared his thoughts on the upcoming 

challenges to Religious Freedom and the Separa-

tion of Church and State.  Marty has accepted a 

new position 
 

 TIA joined  with several other interfaith groups 

to denounce comments made by Oklahoma repre-

sentative, Rex Duncan (R-Sand Springs) when he 

refused a gift of the Qur'an.  In refusing the gift, 

Duncan said ―Most Oklahomans do not endorse the 

idea of killing innocent women and children in the 

name of ideology.‖  Other lawmakers joined him in 

refusing the gift, which was offered by the Gover-

nor's Ethnic American Advisory Council as part of 

the state's  centennial celebration.  However, Duncan 

was the only legislator who publicly made negative 

and derogatory comments about all followers of Is-

lam. 
 

 At a news conference on October 26 at the Is-

lamic Society of Tulsa, leaders of the interfaith com-

munity offered their statements condemning Rep. 

Duncan's comments.  The groups that participated 

were Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry, the Center for 

Community and Justice, the Islamic Society of 

Tulsa, the Jewish Federation, the Equality Center, 

the Oklahoma Chapter of the Council on American-

Islamic Relations, and the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance.  

The entire news conference can be seen on YouTube 

at: 
 

Part 1 -  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwzimBfKVug. 

Marlin Lavanhaur - Tulsa Metropolitan Ministries 

Keith McArtor - Tulsa Interfaith Alliance 

Justice Waidner - Say No To Hate Coalition 

Oliver Howard - Oklahoma Conference for  

Community and Justice 
 

Part 2 - 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-2yt1bJToQ 

Oliver Howard - Oklahoma Conference for  

Community and Justice 

Razi Hashmi - CAIR - Council of American  

Islamic Relations 

Allison Moore - Islamic Society of Tulsa 

David Berstein - Jewish Federation 

TULSA'S INTERFAITH COMMUNITY RESPONDS  

TO SLURS AGAINST OKLAHOMA MUSLIMS 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwzimBfKVug
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-2yt1bJToQ


CHANGES GALORE AT TIA! 
 

The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance is going through an 

exciting period in our history and we wanted to 

share that with you.  As you know, we lost our 

founder and spiritual leader, Rev. Russell Bennett, 

last year.  Since that time, we have been in a state 

of loss and shock and trying to gain our bearings 

as an organization.  In addition, Janet Storts, who 

was Russ' assistant and TIA's rudder, kept us on 

track after Russ' loss.  Unfortunately, she had to 

resign her position at Fellowship Congregational 

Church in August to move to Missouri to be with 

her sister who is recovering from serious health 

problems.  We have also lost some key board 

members.  Rev. Ted Foote. who had been the 

board secretary for years, moved to Texas to be-

come the minister of a new church there.  Brad 

Byers, who has worked diligently on increasing 

our membership, left the board. 
 

The good news is that we have new leadership.  

Keith McArtor has taken over the helm as the new 

TIA president, and we have welcomed some new 

members to the board.  To get our philosophical 

bearings, during the summer, the TIA board held 

several strategic planning meetings to reaffirm our 

mission and our goals, and we determined it is 

time for us to take the next giant step toward be-

coming a more effective force in the community.  

Until now, Janet did all of our administrative work 

at Fellowship and the church was the center for 

our activities.  Even though the current Fellowship 

pastor, Rev. Paul Ashby, has generously invited us 

to continue to use the church for support, we feel 

the time has come for us to work toward becoming 

more independent.  As the first steps in doing this, 

we have hired a long-time board member, Barbara 

Santee, as our interim administrative secretary and 

are now doing a search for a part-time executive 

director.  We have received a generous donation 

from the Kaiser Family Foundation of a new office 

space at the Copper Oaks complex at 7lst and 

Yale; and are now in the process of moving into 

that space.  We also have a new e-mail address as 

well as a new telephone number.  We will continue 

to accept Fellowship's generous offer and use its 

facilities for our events and board meetings as Fel-

lowship has been and always will be the spiritual 

home of TIA. 
 

During the board's strategic meetings, we pin-

pointed several areas where we plan to institute 

projects and programs in pursuing our mission.  

This is an exciting time in our history, but without 

the support of our members and the Tulsa faith 

community, none of this would have come to frui-

tion.  We need your continued support in order for 

us to carry out our mission.  You are our partner in 

this endeavor.  We simply can't do it alone, and we 

appreciate all of the help you have given us in the 

past, and will count on your help in the future.  

One way you can help is by renewing your mem-

bership today.  Thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts. 
 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance Board 

NEW TIA MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 Since the spring of 2007, the board of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance has been struggling with how to best 

express our mission and core values to our members and to the public.  To that end, board members attended 

several strategic planning sessions to develop a mission statement appropriate to our work.  The Mission 

Statement Committee met to firm up the statement.  Committee members looked at our original brochure, the 

statement in our bylaws, and suggestions sent by board members, as well as the mission statement that came 

out of the strategic planning sessions.  At our board meeting on November 15, 2007, the board approved the 

following wording. 

The Core Values of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance: 

1)  Religious liberty 

2)  Separation of church and state 

3)  Promote religious diversity without fear of coercion/

discrimination 

4)  Counter the misuse of religion for political purposes 

 “The mission of the Tulsa  

Interfaith Alliance is to cultivate 

interfaith dialogue in order to  

protect religious and civil liberties 

from religious intolerance.” 
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NEW TIA CONTACT INFO 
 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance 

PO Box 35654 

Tulsa, OK 74153 
 

7020 S. Yale, #100 

Tulsa, OK 74136 
 

Phone: (918) 270-1139 

TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com 
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NATIONAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 

REP VISITS TULSA AFFILIATE 
 

 Jay Keller, National Field Director for the In-

terfaith Alliance in Washington, DC, visited the 

Tulsa Affiliate on October 19th, and met with our 

board members.  Although it was a brief visit, be-

cause of his tight travel schedule, it was an ex-

tremely informative visit for Jay and for us.  Jay 

was very excited about the changes being made by 

TIA in terms of opening our own office and the 

possibility that will give us to grow and become 

more effective in our work.  We discussed many of 

the issues that have come before the TIA board in 

the last year, and although he has been on the na-

tional staff only a short while, he was aware of 

many of the things we had accomplished this past 

year.  Most notably of which was our lead role in 

bringing the Sacred Activism conference to Tulsa 

in May which was attended by 700 people and had 

such notable speakers as Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 

 

 Just days after Jay left Tulsa, the Qur'an con-

troversy began, and our office kept him informed 

every step of the way, sending him newspapers 

articles, letters our board members had written, 

and information about national coverage we were 

receiving.  Jay also sent us e-mails of encourage-

ment and with information that was helpful.  We 

really felt as though we had a new member on our 

team, and we very much appreciated the support 

and encouragement Jay gave us during the time 

this issue was on the front burner.  We look for-

ward to working with him in the future and wel-

come his experience and advice in our endeavors. 

Thanks, Jay! 

TIA STATEMENT  

ON HUMAN RIGHTS/IMMIGRATION 
 

 The following statement also was approved at the  

November 15, 2007, TIA board meeting. 
 

 The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance supports and advocates com-

passionate, nondiscriminatory, humanitarian aid, comfort and 

basic human services to people in need regardless of race, 

gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, culture, national 

origin, or immigration status, and is against the criminaliza-

tion of such aid. 

TRIBUTE TO MEMORY OF  

RUSSELL BENNETT  AT CIRCLE CINEMA  
 

 On Sunday, 

August 26, friends 

and family of Russ 

Bennett gathered at 

the Circle Cinema 

to commemorate 

the first anniversary 

of his passing and 

to see a film in 

keeping with Russ's 

convictions and spirit.  ―Sister Rose's Passion‖ is a 

very small movie on a very big subject.  The 38-

minute documentary explores the story of Sister 

Rose Thering, a Dominican nun who has devoted 

her life to battling anti-Semitism within the Catho-

lic Church.  In addition to teaching and lecturing 

for over fifty years, her writings contributed to the 

drafting of ―Nostra Aetate,‖ the revolutionary 

document that changed the Church's position on 

Jews from negative to positive.  We could not have 

had a more appropriate film to honor Russ' mem-

ory.  In addition, a plaque was given to Russ' 

widow, Nancy Bennett, to mark the occasion, and 

it was announced this would become an annual 

event to honor Russ and the values he stood for.  It 

was a very warm and wonderful gathering.  

 Thanks go to Jane Osborne for the wonderful 

food she provided for the reception. 

blocked::mailto:TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com


 

The attempts to criticize the local mosque newsletter 

were so far-fetched it was absurd. It was about im-

proving one's personal relationship with God and 

avoiding individuals who do not help one grow 

spiritually.  

 

All this week we have listened to the rantings of 

Americans who assume this is a "Christian nation." 

Every time I hear that phrase, I am reminded of the 

Jews, Buddhists, Hindus and members of countless 

other faiths who live and contribute to this great na-

tion. I feel the pain and alienation of our American 

Indian brothers and sisters, many of whom would 

take offense to such statements. Preaching the supe-

riority of one particular race, group or religion any-

where in the world is xenophobic at best.  

 

It is about time we as a nation wake up and realize 

we are moving toward a global economy and highly 

diversified world.  Let's stop creating divisions 

within this great democratic society and start build-

ing bridges of tolerance, peace and respect.  

 

ALLISON MOORE  

Tulsa, Okla. 

I was deeply disappointed with the column "The 

Islamicizing of Oklahoma" (Op-Ed, Oct. 26). The 

article attacked me personally, so I'm writing to set 

the facts straight.  

 

As part of the Oklahoma Centennial celebration, 

various groups distributed gifts bearing the centen-

nial seal. Bibles with the seal were given to all state 

representatives earlier this year.  The Governor's 

Ethnic American Advisory Council, whose member-

ship is composed of Oklahomans from widely di-

verse ethnic and religious backgrounds — including 

American Indian and European descendants —  

decided it would be equally thoughtful to offer cop-

ies of the Koran to those who wished to accept the 

gift.  

 

Oklahoma Muslims are not at all offended by Rep. 

Rex Duncan's decline of a Koran. What does deeply 

trouble us is his statement that he will not support an 

ideology that promotes "killing innocent women and 

children."  As an American Muslim, I certainly don't 

support any ideology that promotes the killing of 

women, children or men either, and it is ludicrous to 

think otherwise. Americans need to know that 30 

percent of Muslims — roughly 3 million — have 

ancestral ties in this country dating back to the early 

1700s.  

The following letter was written by a Muslim member of the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Allison Moore, after 

she was attacked personally in an editor in the Washington Times regarding her position on the recent contro-

versy over an Oklahoma representative refusing to accept a gift of the Qur'an and his making disparaging re-

marks about the Qur'an in his decline.  Allison also appeared on the morning show on Channel 6 where she 

refuted the comments of Rep. Duncan who had appeared earlier. 
 

Article published November 7, 2007; Washington Times; Letters to the Editor 
 

Building Bridges  
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The problems we face today, violent conflicts, 

destruction of nature, poverty, hunger and so on, 

are human-created problems which can be 

resolved through human effort, understanding 

and the development of a sense of brotherhood 

and sisterhood.  We need to cultivate a universal 

responsibility for one another and the planet we 

share.  

  —-The Dalai Lama 
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 One of the purposes of TIA is to ―uphold our 

Constitution's great principle of separation of church 

and state‖.  That is, we defend the First Amendment 

which says (among other things) that ―Congress shall 

make no law respecting the establishment of religion‖ 
 

 The Supreme Court has decided that it is a viola-

tion of this clause for city councils to open their  

sessions with a sectarian prayer because this favors 

one religion over another and, therefore, establishes a 

state religion.  They have further decided that  

non-sectarian prayers are acceptable. 
 

 Early in 2006,  two members of the TIA Board 

had occasion to attend a Tulsa City council meeting.  

They  heard the Council open the session with a  

sectarian prayer - in conflict with the established  

Supreme Court ruling and contrary to the concept of 

inclusiveness.  Because of that, members of the TIA 

board spent several months contacting City  

Councilors to help them understand the legal and 

moral ramifications of the prayer exclusiveness.  

They had no success.  In the middle of 2006, they be-

gan communicating with the counsel (lawyer) for the 

City Council and explained the situation to him.  He 

took the information under advisement and said that 

he would research the claim of unconstitutionality of 

sectarian prayer.  After a time, with no response from 

him, the TIA board members contacted the head 

Chaplain who assigns the individuals who give the 

prayers.  That person is Danny Lynchard, Director of 

the Tulsa Police/Fire Chaplaincy Corps.  He has been 

very cooperative in this effort, sending memos to the 

group of Police/Fire chaplains reminding them that 

we are an interfaith community and that their prayers 

should be inclusive of all faiths.  This has been  

successful.  All of the recent prayers have been non-

sectarian. 
 

 The Board  felt that the next step is to have an 

occasional prayer delivered by people from a variety 

of belief traditions.  On October 4, because of TIA 

encouragement, that next step was taken.  The prayer 

was delivered by Rabbi Sherman of Temple Israel.  

On November 15, a member of the Muslim Mosque 

and TIA Board member, Allison Moore, delivered the 

prayer. The TIA Board is now reaching out to the 

Hindu, Buddhist, and Native American communities 

for representation to participate in this practice. 
 

 Though, in the grand scheme of things, this is a 

small matter, the TIA Board feels that it is an  

important step in making Tulsa a more inclusive in-

terfaith community.  Our thanks to board member 

Karl Sniderman for his hard work and persistence in 

getting this done. 

TIA Encourages Inclusive Prayers at City Council Meetings 

 One of the founding clergymen of 

the Tulsa Interfaith Alliance and  

distinguished Tulsa clergyman, Rev. 

William J. Wiseman, Sr., and his wife, 

Mavis, lost their son, Rev. William, Jr., 

in a plane accident on October 17th.  

William J. Wiseman, Jr. was born in 

Philadelphia and reared outside of New York.  

Wiseman earned a bachelor's degree from  

Davidson College and a master's from the  

University of Tulsa. He was working toward a 

Ph.D. when he changed direction and went to law 

school. 
 

 Elected to the House of Represen-

tatives in 1974 at age 30, he introduced 

legislation that became the model for 

lethal-injection laws nationwide.  In 

recent years, he earned a divinity de-

gree.  Wiseman was ordained as an 

Episcopal priest in 2005 at the age of 

61.  For the last year, he had been vicar of the 

Church of the Holy Cross of Owasso. 
 

 Our condolences to the family and their many 

friends for their tremendous loss. 

Rev. William J. Wiseman, Jr. Dies Tragically 



RELIGIOUS RIGHT 
 

October 3, 2007 

Religious Right Offers Misleading Advice About 

Church Politicking, Says Americans United 
 

Religious Right Promotion Of Church Election-

eering May Be Part Of Third-Party Presidential 

Plan, Says AU‟s Lynn 
 

Five Religious Right organiza-

tions have joined forces to advise 

religious leaders on the role of 

religion in politics, but the advice 

they are offering is flawed and 

should be ignored, says Ameri-

cans United for Separation of 

Church and State. 
 

In a joint letter Oct. 1, the Alliance Defense Fund, 

Focus on the Family, the Family Research Council, 

Concerned Women for America and the James 

Madison Center for Free Speech attacked Americans 

United for allegedly intimidating evangelical pastors 

who want to speak out on social issues.  
 

―The groups‘ claim,‖ said Americans United Execu-

tive Director Barry W. Lynn, ―is completely bogus. 

It is an attempt to distract attention from the real is-

sue the Religious Right‘s campaign to build a church

-based political machine.  
 

―No one,‖ he continued, ―disputes that pastors may 

speak out on social, political and moral issues. What 

federal tax law does not allow is electioneering for 

candidates by churches and other tax-exempt organi-

zations.‖  
 

AU‘s Lynn said James Dobson, Tony Perkins and 

other Religious Right leaders must be worried that 

evangelical clergy are continuing to reject their plan 

to politicize churches.  
 

Dobson and Perkins recently participated in a top-

tier Religious Right meeting to discuss a possible 

third-party nominee for president if Republicans ad-

vance a candidate who fails the movement‘s litmus 

tests on abortion and gay rights. Evangelical church 

support would be critical to make that move viable 

politically. 
 

―I suspect that this joint letter is laying the ground-

work for a third-party presidential gambit,‖ said 

Lynn, who is an ordained minister. ―I doubt if it will 

work. More and more pastors are catching on to the 

Religious Right‘s con. They realize that the Reli-

gious Right wants to turn their churches into cogs in 

some candidate‘s political machine, and they want 

no part of it.  
 

―Pastors understand,‖ Lynn continued, ―that Sunday 

morning is a time for helping people connect with 

God, not for issuing slanted ‗voter guides‘ that are 

little more than instructions on whom to vote for. 
 

―Every AU advisory on churches and politics has 

made it clear that discussion of issues is broadly pro-

tected,‖ Lynn added. ―Dobson, Perkins and other 

Religious Right leaders know this, but continue to 

engage in fear-mongering by telling pastors that 

their right to talk about issues is in danger.‖ 
 

The Religious Right‘s letter also refers to loss of tax 

exemption as a ―remote possibility.‖ Yet the IRS has 

continually signaled that it is cracking down in this 

area. One church lost its tax exemption for attacking 

a candidate (an action that was upheld by a federal 

appeals court).  
 

Pat Robertson‘s Christian Broadcasting Network had 

its tax exemption revoked retroactively for political 

activity and was required to make a significant pay-

ment to the Internal Revenue Service. The late Jerry 

Falwell‘s Old Time Gospel Hour had to pay $50,000 

to the IRS. Other ministries have been issued warn-

ings or audited. 
 

One of the signers of the Religious Right letter, 

Dobson‘s Focus on the Family, was subjected to a 

year-long IRS audit over allegations of partisan poli-

ticking. 
 

After spending several paragraphs on the red-herring 

topic of issue advocacy, the Religious Right letter 

goes on to admit that Americans United is right 

about pulpit politicking. 
 

―‗Active‘ electioneering cannot be done by a 

church,‖ reads the Religious Right missive. ―Active 

electioneering involves actions such as endorse-

ments of candidates and expenditures of funds to 

expressly advocate the election or defeat of a par-

ticular candidate for political office.‖ 

Lynn advised pastors to reject the Religious Right‘s 

unsolicited and unhelpful advice. He recommended 

reading sound materials at Americans United‘s Web 

site or that of the Internal Revenue Service itself. 
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ROBERT MEYERS, Ph.D 
 

 Robin Meyers, Ph.D., has 

served as the senior minister at 

Mayflower Congregational UCC 

Church since 1985, and as pro-

fessor of rhetoric in the  

Philosophy Department at Okla-

homa City  

University since 1991. 
 

 Meyers is the author of four books, a textbook 

on preaching entitled: With Ears to Hear: Preaching 

as Self-Persuasion; Morning Sun on a White Piano: 

Simple Pleasures and the Sacramental Life, en-

dorsed by Bill Moyers; The Virtue in the Vice: Find-

ing Seven Lively Virtues in the Seven Deadly Sins, 

endorsed by Desmond Tutu; and Why the Christian 

Right is Wrong: A Ministerôs Manifesto for Taking 

Back Your Faith, Your Flag, and Your Future. 
 

CANõT TOUCH THAT 
 

 Just when you think Oklahoma is truly on its 

way to becoming a more enlightened place, 17 law-

makers refuse to accept a copy of Qur‘an.  The best 

line belongs to Rep. Rex Duncan, R-Sand Springs, 

who said that he did not want to accept the holy 

book of Islam because it encourages Muslims to kill 

unbelievers.  ―I just didn‘t want the thing,‖ he said. 
 

 Sounds like road kill, or cooties, or shaking 

hands with Hillary Clinton.  If you touch it, people 

will think you are infected.  The next thing you 

know, you‘ll begin praying five times a day, facing 

Mecca, and hating your own way of life.  
 

 Duncan got about a 100 e-mails concerning his 

principled stand, 87 in favor of his decision to  

remain pure, and not let his Christian hands touch a 

Muslim holy book, and 13 that were critical.  That 

settles it, because as Jesus said, ―Count your e-mails, 

and if the majority are in favor of loving your 

neighbor, then it‘s safe to do so.  Otherwise, can‘t 

touch that.‖ 
 

 Perhaps what we need is a remedial school for 

lawmakers on separation of church and state, tips on 

how to accept gifts from Oklahomans of other faith 

traditions, and a one-day intensive workshop on how 

to be a gracious public servant. 
 

 Rule number one.  Some Oklahomans are  

Muslim (30-50,000 by some estimates).  They work, 

pay taxes and vote.  Their minority status gives  

leaders of the majority a chance to act like true 

Americans. 
 

 Rule number two.  Christians have killed more 

unbelievers than anyone in history, and so it is  

always wise to be humble and contrite with regard to 

making otherwise hypocritical statements about the 

violent propensities of other faith traditions.  At least 

ten minutes spent discussing the Crusades would 

help drive this point home. 
 

 Rule number three.  Accepting the holy book of 

another faith does not threaten your own, nor does it 

mean that your office is now contaminated.  You 

don‘t have to actually read the Quran, any more than 

you actually have to read the Bible—but doing both 

is a good idea. 
 

 Rule number four.  Knee-jerk stereotypes are 

mean and dangerous, whether they are about cow-

boys and Indians or every-Muslim-is-a-terrorist.  

You know how much you hate it when people call 

Okies dumb.  So stop saying and doing dumb things. 
 

 Rule number five.  If you accept a Bible pro-

vided by the Baptists, and permit every Muslim who 

checks into a hotel room to find a Gideon Bible in 

his nightstand, then what message are you sending 

when you refuse to touch the Qur‘an? 
 

 Rule number six.  Encouraging ―peaceful, law-

abiding Muslims to speak out against terrorism in 

the name of their religion‖ (Duncan) will put you in 

a rather delicate situation.   Those of us who  

opposed the state sponsored terrorism of the Iraq 

war in the name of Christianity will remember how 

much encouragement we got from people like Rex 

Duncan. 
 

 Rule number seven.  Accepting a gift like the 

scriptures of another faith tradition is an act of  

graciousness, and in the Christian tradition, the final 

act of grace is to make a person gracious. 
 

 It‘s not too late to reconsider, and accept the gift.  

After all, what would Jesus do? 
 

Dr. Robin Meyers is minister of Mayflower UCC 

church of OKC, and professor of rhetoric in the phi-

losophy department at Oklahoma City University.  

His forthcoming book is entitled, óRaising Yeshua:  

Christianity as Enlightenment, not Salvation.ò 
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In May 2006, two Tulsa Interfaith Alliance (TIA) 

board members, Rita J. Moskowitz and Rev. Luis-

Carlos Sanchez, traveled to Seattle for a  

conference sponsored by Wisdom University, San 

Francisco (www.wisdomuniversity.org/sacred-

activism).  They returned to Tulsa filled with  

enthusiasm and hoping that Tulsa could have a 

similar conference.  A task force was named in the 

summer to explore the possibility, and TIA  

contacted Dr. Jim Garrison, the president of  

Wisdom University, about the possibility.  He was 

excited about the idea, and made a visit to Tulsa in 

August.  He was so impressed by the enthusiasm 

and energy he saw here that he agreed to work 

with TIA to make such a conference a reality.  And 

on May 10-12, 2007, the event, entitled ―Sacred 

Activism and the Power of Inclusion,‖ was held at 

the Renaissance Hotel in Tulsa.  Over 700 people 

attended the conference, and several hundred oth-

ers attended smaller events leading up to the  

conference. 
 

―The manner in which people talk about faith and 

the world around them is changing.  The most  

exciting fact about America today is that a new 

wisdom culture is emerging,‖ Garrison said. 
 

―It is a movement of inclusion and hope,  

comprised of people who have participated in the 

major social movements of the past 50 years - and 

have emerged committed to personal and spiritual 

development without being dogmatically religious; 

supportive of economic and technical progress but 

not at the expense of the environment or  

community.‖ 
 

Local speakers included Hannibal Johnson, Tulsa 

attorney and author; Dr. Martin Belsky, University 

of Tulsa Law School; Tulsa attorney Wesley John-

son; Laura Belmonte, president of Oklahomans for 

Equality; Penny Painter, executive director of 

Resonance Center for Women; Sheryl Siddiqui, 
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TULSA INTERFAITH ALLIANCE SPONSORED "SACRED ACTIVISM" CONFERENCE 

The Islamic Society of Tulsa; Rabbi Charles 

Sherman, Temple Israel, the Rev. Paul Ashby,  

Fellowship Congregational Church; Felicia Collins

-Correia, YWCA executive director; Pastor Jesse 

Williams, New Dimensions Worship Center; Rev. 

Robin Meyers, Ok. City, Rev. Tamara Lebak and 

Rev. Marlin Lavanhar, All Souls Unitarian 

Church. 
 

Among the national presenters were authors  

Caroline Myss and Andrew Harvey, fellow of All 

Souls College, Oxford University, Bishop Yvette 

Flunder, San Francisco, Dr. Lauren Artress, Grace  

Episcopal Cathedral, San Francisco and Paul Ray, 

author of ―The Cultural Creatives:װHow 50 Mil-

lion People are Changing the World.‖ 
 

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. presented the keynote on 

May 10th to a packed house, and Rev. Carlton  

Pearson, New Dimensions Worship Center gave a 

keynote address on the 11th.  On May 12th, Rev. 

Bill Sinkford, president of the Unitarian  

Universalist Association, Boston, gave a keynote 

address, as well as the Rev. Michael Beckwith, 

founder and spiritual leader of the Agape  

International Spiritual Center in Culver City,  

California. 
 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance Board members who 

served on the local planning committee included 

Rev. Luis Carlos Sanchez, Rita Moskowitz, Rev. 

Jesse Williams, Rev. Carmen White-Janak,  

Barbara Santee and Arlene Johnson. 
 

The conference was a wonderful success giving 

TIA more visibility, not only in Tulsa, but  

nationally; and it energized our members and  

supporters in a new and exciting way.  We thank 

everyone who attended or participated in the  

conference or any of the satellite meetings that 

were held prior to the conference. 

http://www.wisdomuniversity.org/sacred-activism
http://www.wisdomuniversity.org/sacred-activism
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The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance Presents 
 

A Celebration of the 67th Anniversary of 

the declaration of the Four Freedoms: 

Freedom of speech 

Freedom of worship 

Freedom from want 

Freedom from fear 
 

24 January 2008 at 7:00 PM 
 

Fellowship Hall, Fellowship Congregational Church 

2900 South Harvard Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 

―How to Identify a Terrorist‖ 

A Conversation with Dennis Byer 
Chief of Homeland Security  

for the Tulsa Fire Department 

The Four Freedoms 
 

 ―We look forward to a world founded upon 

four essential human freedoms.  The first is free-

dom of speech and expression – everywhere in the 

world.  The second is freedom of every person to 

worship God in his own way – everywhere in the 

world.  The third is freedom from want, which 

translated into world terms, means economic un-

derstandings which will secure to every nation a 

healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants – every-

where in the world.  The fourth is freedom from 

fear, which, translated into world terms, means a 

world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point 

and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will 

be in a position to commit an act of physical ag-

gression against any neighbor – anywhere in the 

world.  That is no vision of a distant millennium; it 

is a definite basis for a world attainable in our own 

time and generation.... Freedom means the su-

premacy of human rights everywhere.‖ 
 

ð-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Addressing Congress, 6 January 1941 

TIA THIRD MONDAY SERIES  

DISCONTINUED 
 

 TIA has dropped the Third Monday Program 

series due to lack of attendance.  Instead, we will 

do occasional programs when events arise that 

generate enough interest to merit all of the hard 

work of putting these programs together.  We also 

will schedule programs according to when speak-

ers are available.  Our next occasional program 

will be on January 24, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. at  

Fellowship Congregational Church,  

2900 S. Harvard, Tulsa. 
 

 It will celebrate the 67th anniversary of the 

declaration of The Four Freedoms.  Guest Speaker 

will be Dennis Beyers, Chief of Homeland Secu-

rity for the Tulsa Fire Department.  Chief Beyer is 

a twenty-five year veteran of the Tulsa Fire De-

partment and is the Chair of the Mayor's Home-

land Security Task Force.  He is also the Senior 

Task Force Leader of Oklahoma Task Force One - 

Urban Search and Rescue Team, commander of 

the TFD-HazMat/CBRNE Response Team, and a 

member of the local FBI-Joint Terrorism Task 

Force.  (For details, see box.) 
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December, 2007 
 

Dear Friend: 
 

 We very much value your interest in The Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. (TIA) and hope you 

appreciate receiving our newsletters and forum announcements.  In order to finance the rising 

costs of printing and mailing these to the many friends on our list, we ask that you consider a 

donation of $25 or more to cover those costs and to help us provide a crucial voice of recon-

ciliation and community building in the Tulsa area. 
 

 Your contribution will provide the valuable financial support our organization needs to con-

tinue our interfaith work and to fully participate in supporting many important initiatives.   

They include: 
 

Say No to Hate Coalition 

Domestic Violence Intervention Services Faith-Based Advisory Council 

Eastern Oklahoma Labor-Religion Council (areas of social justice for those who 

work). 

Co-sponsorship of public forums with Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry, Oklahoma 

Council for Community & Justice, Jewish Federation of Tulsa, and Islamic Society 

of Tulsa. 

Co-sponsorship of the ―ABCs of Advocacy‖ with TUMM and the League of 

Women Voters. 

Working with the Interfaith Alliance of Oklahoma, Inc. (Oklahoma City) in moni-

toring the Oklahoma Office of Faith-Based Assistance and legislative and agency 

issues. 

Participating with the national Interfaith Alliance in its National Leadership gather-

ing and other activities. 

Monitoring and working with Americans United for Separation of Church & state 

on issues of church/state separation 

Grassroots efforts to connect people of differing cultural and religious backgrounds. 

Maintaining an extensive e-mail list used for advocacy and information. 

To join this list, send your e-mail address to TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com. 

Holding press conferences with other community groups and speaking out in the 

media when religious bigotry or divisive extremism is encountered. 
 

 The board of directors and officers of TIA welcome your suggestions for other issues 

deemed important to you.  We are dedicated to promoting positive healing activities and chal-

lenging religious intolerance and extremism. 
 

 Membership is on an annual calendar year basis, and all contributions are tax-deductible 

since TIA has a 501( c ) 3 tax exempt status from the IRS. 
 

 Please let us know by return mail or an e-mail (TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com) if you wish to 

be removed from our mailing list.  You are a valuable part of our work in seeing that religion 

plays a positive role rather than a negative one in the shaping of our society. 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 

Rev. Keith McArtor 

Board President 

mailto:TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com
mailto:TulsaInterfaith@gmail.com


 

Uniting 

people 

of 

faith 

and 

good 

will 

to 

STOP HATE 

 

 

Leading 

people 

of 

faith 

and 

good 

will 

to 

DEFEND RELIGIOUS 

LIBERTY 

 

 

Equipping 

people 

of 

faith 

and 

good 

will 

for 

POLITICAL 

PARTICIPATION 

Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. is an Oklahoma not for profit corporation and has received  
Internal Revenue Service income tax exemption under code section 501(c)(3). Membership dues are 
tax deductible. Membership in Tulsa Interfaith Alliance, Inc. consists of those serving on the Board of 
Directors or Advisory Board and all others who contribute financial support. 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 

Name _____________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

email _____________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone _______________________________________ 

 

Work Phone ________________________________________ 

 

fax _______________________________________________ 

 

Congregation or Faith Group (Optional) __________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Categories are 

 

_____Student $15          _____Sponsor $500-999 

_____Concerned $25-99         _____Benefactor $1,000-2,499 

_____Supporter $100-499       _____Sustaining $2,500-4,999 

   _____Patron $5,000+ 

 

 

Committees are 

 

_____ Membership Development 

_____ Resources—fund raising & finance 

_____ Public Education 

_____ Program Development—forums, etc. 

_____ Media 

_____ Legal 

_____ Rapid response/monitoring extremism 

_____ Assisting with routine office tasks. 



The Interfaith Alliance is a non-partisan, grassroots 

organization dedicated to promoting the positive, healing 

role of faith in civic life and challenging intolerance and 

extremism.  
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Tulsa Interfaith Alliance  

Board of Directors 
 

Rev. Keith McArtor, President 

Dr. Darryl Deborde, 1st Vice President 

Judie Suess, 2nd Vice President 

John Osborne, Treasurer 

Barbara Santee, Administrative Secretary 

Rev. Mel Bailey 

Rev. Michael J. Barton 

Brian Cross 

Jim Derby 

Martha Hardwick 

Arlene Johnson 

Rev. Mary McAnally 

Allison Moore 

Rita J. Moskowitz 

Rev. Leslie Penrose 

Rev. Luis-Carlos Sanchez 

Karl Sniderman 

Rev. Carmen White-Janak 

Rev. Jesse L. William, Jr. 

To a nation bent on violence, anyone who 

claims to be speaking for God‘s kingdom 

and who advocates non-violent means as the 

way to it is making a very deep and 

dangerous political statement. –N.T. Wright 

From ―The New Testament and the State‖ 

Bill Griffin is our web master. Check us out at  

www.tulsainterfaith.org. 
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